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GUEST EDITORIAL 
CHANGING GLOBAL LANDSCAPE AND 


SIKHEE TODAY 
Dr. Harbans Lal 


IJ Singh recently wrote that “My larger purpose is to connect Sikh 
teaching and practice to our lives today. If we cannot, if Sikhee 
does not speak to me today as it did to countless others over time 
then it is a fossilized tradition and needs to be discarded or 
modified...” 


He is right. Many of us are, though mostly inadvertently, moving 
towards fossilizing Sikhee for the world archives and museums. Let 
me assert in the beginning, I do not believe that such will be our 
fate. Such was neither the intention of our founders nor our faith 
deserves it on its merits. Still the proposition should attract our 
thoughtful attention. 


I am often invited by churches, synagogues, and masjids to speak, 
besides my frequent speaking engagements at guruduaras, about my 
faith and the faith in general today. When I am there, I most often 
take tour of the facility and keenly observe how they manage to 
evolve in the modern century to be relevant and effective in 
conveying their message to their generations and to the outside 
world. Then my subconscious mind compares it with my own 
Sikhee (a verb and not a noun) institutions and I see an appalling 
difference. 


While others uphold few of the traditions from centuries ago, they 
have visibly changed their institutions to conform to the demands of 
the modern technological and cultural realities.They are 
incorporating what is good for their congregations, and they are 
always on their toes to respond to new demands. They support 


This issue of the Sikh Bulletin is only in electronic format 
being sent to those whose email addresses we have. If you 
or someone you know would like to receive it please 
provide the email address. You may also pass it along to 
those on your email list. 


studies like PEW commissions and others to tell them how they are 
performing in their endeavors. 


The Pew Forum on Religion and Public Life researches on religion 
and its changing landscape in USA. It is a major non-advocacy 
organization; the forum does not take positions on issues. It is a 
project of the Pew Research Center, a Pew subsidiary and a 
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nonpartisan “fact tank” based in Washington, D.C. To 
those who seek, it provides information on the issues, 
attitudes and trends shaping America and the world. For 
more information, visit the Pew Forum on Religion and 
Public Life Web site. 


Although PEW projects are the major example, there 
are many other such research organizations and fact 
tanks. By the way, last time I visited one of PEW 
research contracting institution to ask them why 
they did not ever include Sikhism in their studies, 
the response was that there was not enough interest 
or resources provided. 


US, on the other hand do not worry if we continue to 
move on blind paths that are effective or not. It is little 
concern of ours if we lose membership of our 
congregations or not, or if our congregations connect to 
the world outside at all. We do not even notice, if our 
generations are with us or not, or if we are disconnected 
from the calls of the future. We do not even ask what is 
happening to our generations and populations in the 
new world village. 


We continue to be schizophrenic in our outpouring of 
the terminology and phrases to describe our lofty 
practices even when they are complete disconnect with 
our daily life and behaviors. 


We continue to be devoid of any concern if the outside 
world begins to ignore us completely or if our medicine 
cures any disease or not. It is of little concern to us if 
our language of the congregational discourses sounds 
gibberish to outside world and if our practices there 
seem mostly outmoded to our youth and their friends. 
We are content in our routine and in our urge to 
continue our ethnicity in the world of universalism. 


My friends, if we continue to live within the outmoded 
tradition traps whether in the architecture of our new 
gurdwaras, or language we employ to communicate our 
faith, or the complete lack of any education in our 
clergy class, then we are accepting the fate of our 
religion to be that of many others who followed similar 
paths and museums are full of their archives and 
antiquity. 


I for one do not think that we will become a fixture in 
the world museum because our Guru Granth Sahib has 
immortalized a path, a philosophy, a doctrine and a way 
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of life that is inevitable in the future of the humanity. 
It is unanimously voiced by those who scrutinize our 
philosophy, doctrines and their teachings. Only what I 
am not sure who will take the light to the future world 
to benefit the global village. I believe that someone 
will discover it as it was the vision of its great 
visionary authors. I must acknowledge that there are 
voices of concern like mine, here and there amongst 
us, but they are not heard by the makers and 
shakers of our communities. They are presently 
seemed to be too feeble to make any dent. 


It may not entirely be US who take the Sikhee of the 
Guru Granth to the future as we ourselves are 
increasingly discovering and being distracted by 
peripheral and unconfirmed adages of the Gurus. 
Many documents outside the gurbani are being 
accorded status to guide our Sikhee today. Most of 
these documents, outside the Guru Granth, have 
invariably questionable authenticity, and many were 
interjected by the enemies of the Guru and many in the 
post Guru period. They were certainly not meant to 
replace the Guru Granth to guide the future humanity, 
the Sikhs or their institutions. 


As we celebrate the start of the fourth century of the 
last sermon of our last human Guru, Guru Gobind 
Singh, we are strongly retold to pay heed to his 
sermon. His last sermon delivered on October 20, 
1708, immortalized the hymns in the Sri Guru Granth 
Sahib as our only eternal Guru; all other documents 
would be considered kachi meaning unreliable and 
lacking. 


Unless we understand this simple sermon of Guru 
Gobind Singh that the Guru Granth is eternally 
complete and comprehensive; its comprehensiveness is 
never to be questioned, it was completed under the 
direct divine inspiration, and it alone was installed as 
our guide and knowledge base, we cannot guarantee 
that we will have the honor of taking Sikhi to the 
global village. 


Correspondence Address 
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LIFE, DEATH AND SOUL 
Dr. Devinder Singh Chahal 


Strange is our situation here on Earth. Each of us 
comes for a short visit, not knowing why, yet 
sometimes seeming to divine a purpose. From the 
standpoint of daily life, however, there is one thing 
we do know: that man is here for the sake of other 
men — above all for those upon whose smiles and 
well-being our own happiness depends. 

Albert Einstein 


INTRODUCTION 

I have been involved in this topic since a long time, 
however, I wrote my first article on it in the The Sikh 
Review of June 1996 about the ‘Concept of Karma’ in 
Sikhism. It was criticized by Major Gurmukh Singh in 
the September 1996 issue of The Sikh Review as 
follows: 

“The discussion initiated by Dr. Devinder Singh 
Chahal (The Sikh Review, June ’96) is both significant 
and worthwhile because the topic might appear 
controversial to many a modern mind. But an effort to 
use scientific and strictly logical tools to solve the 
problem would be, I daresay, futile because religious 
philosophy is speculative, mystical and transcendental 
in nature. Even though the Sikh Gurus laid much stress 
on vichar (reason) and Gurbani is largely based on 
rational thought, yet Gurbani clearly places the 
understanding of ultimate truth subject to revelation 
through gurprasadi, the grace of God or Guru. Rather 
than on intellectual exercise, it depends on a willing 
submission to hukam or Divine will and pleasure. 


The aspect of karma philosophy discussed by Dr. 
Chahal in his article relates to the least controversial 
law of “cause and effect,” which may be accepted as 
true without debate. The debatable question of karma 
philosophy is whether — metempsychosis or 
transmigration of soul is a reasonably sound concept. 
This question the learned writer has dismissed by 
simply denying the existence of soul, and although he 
claims that ‘I follow only the Gurbani to express my 
views’, his denial of ‘the so-called soul’ is based not on 
Gurbani but on the sole argument that ‘there is no 
scientific evidence to support the existence of anything 
like soul’.” 


Later on a detailed article of Major Gurmukh Singh 
entitled, “Soul, Death and Metempsychosis in 
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Sikhism.” appeared in The Sikh Review, 
November.1999. I appreciate the following remarks of 
Sardar Saran Singh, the Editor of The Sikh Review: 
“This article may be read in the context of Dr. 
Devinder Singh Chahal‘s monograph S.R. Sept. ‘96 
and major Gurmukh Singh’s response.” 


First Maj. Gurmukh Singh has declared that religious 
philosophy is speculative, mystical and transcendental 
in nature. Then he continued to declare that it is 
useless to use Science and logic to resolve this 
problem about Karma and soul because understanding 
of ultimate truth is subject to the revelation through 
Gurparsadi, the Grace of God or Guru, rather than on 
intellectual exercises. I have noticed that majority of 
theologians emphasize that there is no need of use of 
intellect, Science or logic to understand Gurbani. Is it 
so? 


Discussions on SOUL also emerge often on the Sikh 
Diaspora Discussion Group. Some are following the 
lines of Major Gurmukh Singh and accept the 
existence of soul in Sikhism, however, a few agree on 
my line of thinking about the non-existence of soul. 


Many theologians of various religions are of the 
opinion that Science has nothing to do with religion 
since religion is beyond the comprehension of 
scientists. The real hatred against science started 


during the Period of Renaissance (between 14th and 


16th centuries) in Europe when scientists started to 
challenge the wrong concepts in religion. There is no 
doubt that great conflict between Science and 
Christianity is going on since many centuries and this 
conflict is still active especially on the Theory of 
Evolution. 


I am of the view that if any religion continues to teach 
like that the Sun revolves around the Earth then it is 
not going to be accepted by the humanity of the 
Current Science Age. The new generation does not 
like to be forced to believe rather they need a scientific 
and logical explanation to accept anything. 


My study of Gurbani clearly indicates that it has its 
base in Science and logic; therefore, the Sikh 
theologians have nothing to worry about the conflict 
between Science and Nanakian Philosophy [2 - 6] if 
Gurbani and Sikhism are preached scientifically and 
logically. 


K. T. F. of N. A. Inc. 3524 Rocky Ridge Way, El Dorado Hills, CA. 95762 3 


The Sikh Bulletin 


Throughout the human history, man has struggled to 
find answers to questions that have to do with his 
origin, existence, nature, and destiny. Such queries are: 
Where do I come from? 

Why am I here? 

Where am I going after death? 


Securing clues to the exact makeup of the creature 
known as Homo sapiens sapiens has always been one 
of mankind’s keenest intellectual pursuits. And along 
the way, perhaps no topic has perplexed us, or piqued 
our interest, as much as that pertaining to the origin, 
nature, and destiny of the soul: 


What is the definition of a soul? 

If the soul actually exists, what is its origin? 

Do humans possess a soul? 

Do animals possess a soul? 

If souls do, in fact, exist, are they purely temporal— 
thus living only as long as our corporeal nature exists? 
Or 

Are they immortal—surviving the death of the physical 
body? 

What is the difference, if any, between the “soul” and 
the “spirit”? 

What is the ultimate destiny of the soul? 


It is very important to understand LIFE and DEATH 
before we study the existence of the SOUL. Life and 
death are very complex phenomena and many scholars 
and people at large belonging to different religions are 
under the burden of the ancient philosophy about the 
life, death, soul, ghost, and nether world, hell, and 
heaven. Only a few having scientific temper can 
understand about these phenomena in their real 
perspective. Before we enter into discussion, it is 
important to understand about life, death, and 
consciousness (called soul by some) in technical terms. 


A. ORIGIN OF LIFE 


(http://www.physicalgeography.net/fundamentals/9a.ht 

ml) 

About 15 billion years ago our universe originated from 
a very minute highly concentrated form of energy 
through big bang, now known as Big Bang Theory (Fig. 
15-1). The Sun and its planets were formed between 5 
and 4.6 billion years ago when matter in our solar 
system began to coalesce because of gravitational pull 
(Fig. 15-4). By about 3.9 billion years ago, one of its 
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planets, the Earth, had an atmosphere that contained 
the right mix of Hydrogen, Oxygen, Carbon, 
Phosphorous, and Nitrogen to allow for the creation 
of life. Scientifically these are the five elements which 
gave rise to the life instead of mythical five elements 
(UA 33), e.g. earth, sky, water, air and fire (agni). But, 
in fact these are not elements. Chemically speaking 
most are either compounds, such as water (Hydrogen 
and Oxygen atoms) or mixtures, such as air (which is 
made up of many different gases) or earth (which is 
made of many different minerals and other atoms). 
‘Fire’ is the result of chemical process of combustion, 
which releases energy as light. Lastly, ‘sky’ is a space, 
which is neither an element, nor a compound, and nor 
a mixture. 


Biological information for life is contained within a 
series of strands, comprised of replicating genetic 
code. The main carrier for this information is 
deoxyribonucleic acid, also known as DNA (Fig. 22- 
1). DNA strands are found in every life form and they 
contain genes, which encode for proteins; a common 
example of a protein is insulin. Scientists’ state that 
the energy required for the formation of these large 
biological molecules comes from transfers of energy 
such as heat or more importantly chemical energy. 


These molecules organized and evolved to form the 
first simple forms of life. Scientists have seen 
fossilized cells, from approximately 3.8 billion years 
ago, which resemble present day Cyanobacteria. Such 
cells are known as prokaryotes. Prokaryotic cells are 
very simple, containing few specialized cellular 
structures and their DNA is not surrounded by a 
membranous envelope (Fig. 22-2). The more complex 
cells of animals and plants, known as eukaryotes, first 
showed up about 2.1 billion years ago. Eukaryotes 
have a membrane-bound nucleus, containing their 
DNA, and many specialized structures located within 
their cell boundary (Fig. 22-3). The animal cell is 
enclosed in a membrane and is flexible while the plant 
cell is thickened and hardened with cellulose and 
lignin. 


By 680 million years ago, eukaryotic cells were 
beginning to organize themselves into multicellular 
organisms. Starting at about 570 million years ago an 
enormous diversification of multicellular life occurred 
known as the Cambrian explosion, i.e. two major 
groups: i) Plants, and ii) animals. During this period 
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all but one modern phylum of animal life made its first 
appearance on the Earth. The lineage of animal leading 
to the formation of man is described chronologically as 
follows: 

The ancestor of man, the primate, appeared about 
40,000,000 years ago. 

Ramapithecus, who walked on his two feet, appeared 
about 14,000,000 years ago. 

Homo erectus, the new genus, Homo, appeared about 
500,000 years ago. 

Homo sapiens, the first form of wise man, appeared 
about 250,000 years ago. 

Homo sapiens sapiens, the current species of wise man, 
appeared in Europe about 35,000 years ago [Chapter 
18, pages 235-236] (Fig. 22-4). 


Evolution of man in Gurbani 

In many religions it is believed that man was created as 
man by God right from the beginning. Based on basic 
principles of Nanakian Philosophy embodied in the 
Bani of Guru Nanak, Guru Amardas has explained the 
origin of man from Jot (energy) the first step of 
evolution of life (Read about Energy and Matter in 
Chapter 15, pages 186-187). He has also mentioned that 
knowledge about the origin of man helps to understand 
life and death: 

Hot ¢ Afs? AgUe F mre Hee UsTSY! II 

Ho ofa Ft 3a ots F THs? dat wet 1 

ye ustefa st AIT refs HeE Ales at ASt Tet I 
TI ysrAr sa refs st eA aS 3 Tet Il 

nfo Aifs mret ext caret? st dvr ugers8 1 

feG ad aaa Ho 3 Afs AU T mRIS YS UES ull 
WaeIA, H: 3, Uat 884. 


For proper interpretation of this verse it is important to 
understand in which context allegories and metaphors 
have been used in this verse: 


6 (Mann) = in general means the ‘mind’ this is 


actually the brain, which is a place for origin of 
conscience and consciousness, and all thoughts. ‘Mann’ 
also represents man. 


afs2 (Jot) = means energy, flame, light, spiritual 


illumination, enlightenment. Here Jot as energy is more 
suitable meaning. 


Agu (Sarup) = means embodiment. 
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Hee (Mool) = means the roots, origin. 


fe@ ad aeal® (Aeyoh kahae Nanak) = Here Nanak 


is not a pen name of Guru Amardas as is for all the 
other Sikh Gurus. Here Nanak is Guru Nanak himself, 
whose philosophy was preached and taught by the 
Sikh Gurus, who succeeded to the ‘House of Nanak’. 
According to Prof Sahib Singh’s grammar ‘Nanak’ 
with ‘onkar’ to ‘kaka’ means Nanak himself not as a 
pen name (Nom de Plume), although in some cases the 
‘kaka’ is without ‘onkar’ in ‘Nanak’ even then it 
means Guru Nanak himself. 


Therefore, ‘Aeyoh kahae Nanak’ is interpreted as 
‘Guru Nanak says this philosophy’. \t means it is the 
philosophy of Guru Nanak, i. e. Nanakian Philosophy, 
being represented by Guru Amardas. But most of the 
interpreters, except Prof Sahib Singh, translate 
‘Nanak’ as a pen name for Guru Amardas (Mahla 3). 
If it is so then it becomes the philosophy of Guru 
Amardas. In fact it is the philosophy of Guru Nanak 
being represented by Guru Amardas. 


Keeping in view the above explanation and scientific 
information available and by the use of logic, the 
above verse has been interpreted as follows: 

Hey mind! (man)! You are the embodiment 3 of 
energy2, try to trace out? your roots 4 (origin). 

Hey mind (man)! The God® is with you; enjoy? and 
imbibe® the philosophy’ of the Guru (Nanak). 

When you have traced out your roots (origin) then you 
will understand the God! and about death and life. 
You would also realize that there is no other than the 
One Bounteous!2 God, 

Then mind will attain peace (contentment) and 
success! 4 (Then every-body) congratulates! 3 you. 
Guru Amardas says: 

It is the Nanakian Philosophy! 5 (Literal meaning = 
Nanak says this philosophy): Hey mind (man)! You are 
the embodiment of energy. Try to trace out your roots 
(origin).” 

AGGS, M 3, p 441. 


Most of the time, Ha 3 AfS AYU dT TUS HS USES I, 
is interpreted by many scholars as “Oh my soul, you 
have emanated from the light of God, know your true 


essence.” , which is quite far away from the real theme 
of Nanakian Philosophy. 
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In the above verse Guru Amardas advises the man that 
you have originated from the primordial energy, which 
is called H& (Sunn = Nothingness or everything in 


highly concentrated form of energy) in the Bani of 
Guru Nanak (Nanakian Philosophy) (Chapter 15, pages 
184-192). This state of H& (Sunn) has already been 


discussed in detail by Chahal, Dhaliwal, and Virk [6, 7, 
13]. Now it is well understood as explained previously 
that basic unit of life (DNA) originated from five atoms 
(Hydrogen, Oxygen, Carbon, Nitrogen, and 
Phosphorus), which originated from the primordial 
energy form, H (Sunn), described by Guru Nanak and 


as described in Big Bang Theory (Fig. 15-1). 


Since some portion of the genome (DNA) of the 
human resembles with the smallest organism, like 
yeasts, molds, slimes, worms, and lettuce (plant); 
90% resembles with mice, and 98% _ with 
chimpanzees, therefore, it clearly indicates that we 
can trace back our roots (mool) to primate 
(chimpanzees) to mice to plants (lettuce) to 
microorganisms (yeasts, molds, slimes) and then 
ultimately to the primordial source (Jot), the 
Energy, as explained in the above verse. 


Further evolution of man through different stages 
starting from Sunn to Energy to DNA to single-celled 
organisms to multicellular organisms to simple to 
complex animal and finally to the highly evolved man 
is explained in the modern theory of evolution (Fig. 22- 
4). However, before Charles Darwin, Guru Arjan 
has described evolution of man as follows: 


aet ASH se afte? usar? 1 

aet HoH aA? Hist adgar€ 1 

aet HOH Ut? Asut dfEé II 

aet AH deat faut AfEs 19 

fs FareTAN fire? at adorl> | 
fadare® feg 2a Fash qiazTi 
aet ASH AB fafst® afenr i 

Bet HOH TTS fafs2© ufsr2% 

aet FO AME? afs Curfenr?? 11 

BY BETH? AfS24 SorfenrE 11211 
WoAfaA2? sfe ASHE usufszt 1 
af Ae20 gq29 afs22 afs aefs?? 1 
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famrfa2? pre8u Boze nifsHs?? I 
Mes8t yafaS* agers ysers89 11311 
a fae Ir’? Fas 3 Jaq8? II 

Wes 3 UAT ae FAP? I 

WASH, H: U, UST VDE. 


I 


You passed through many — generations as 


( microorganism2 ja worm? and an insect? 7 
You passed through many generations as an 


elephant#, a fish, and a deer®, 

You passed through many generations as a bird’, and 
a snake®. 

You passed through many generations as a yoked ox?, 
and a horse!9. 1. 

Now is the time to comprehend! 2 the God!!, 

Since after so very long time!4#, this human body! 5 
was evolved!®, 1. Pause. 

You passed through many generations as rocks!7 and 
mountains *! 8. 

Your many generations were aborted**29,2! in the 
womb! 9; 

You passed through23 many generations as 
branches22 and leaves (vegetative states); 

You (man) passed through 8.4 million24 (tentative 
mythical figure) of generations2> of evolution2®. 2. 
Since you (man) have attained2? this human life28, 
now is the time to serve the humanity2 7 (noble people) 
and comprehend God. 

Now comprehend?! the philosophy of the Guru32,33 
and serve”9 the humanity. 

Abandon the pride35 and falsehood36 and ego? 7. If 
you kill these vices3539 then you will be 
accepted40,41 by God. 3. 

Whatever is happening#2 (evolution) is happening 
under the Laws of Nature*#3 and nothing is happening 
otherwise*4, 

AGGS, M 5, p 176. 

*Although rocks and mountains are inanimate 
composed of many elements, but atoms like Carbon, 
Hydrogen, Oxygen, Phosphorous, and Nitrogen, gave 


rise to DNA, which ultimately gave rise to life 
(animates). 
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** “Abort? mean the unfavourable mutations are either 
aborted in the womb or die after birth who cannot 
survive the prevalent environment. 


The above verse is explaining the evolution of man 
although the sequence of evolution is not the same as 
explained in the Darwin’s Theory of Evolution. Guru 
Arjan has further mentioned that evolution of man is at 
the highest level of evolution and he is the commander 
of all the living beings: 


med Afs? Sat ufo? 1 

fer usst® ufo sat fred 11 

mala, H: U, Uat B08. 

All the other! beings2 (excluding human) are at your 


service>. You are the commander on this Earth?. 
AGGS, M5, p 374. 


Then next question is: What is life 
(http://newton.dep.anl. gov/askasci/bi099/bi099 17 1.htm) 
In general the following criteria make the object has 
life: 

1. Motion — does it move under its own power? Does 
it move with some discernible purpose? (Toward food, 
away from heat, etc) 

2. Reproduction — does it have some way of making 
more of itself, either through sexual reproduction or by 
budding or fissioning? 

3. Consumption — does it eat or drink? Does it take 
in nutrients in one way or another in order to survive, 
grow, and eventually multiply? 

4. Growth — does the organism develop over time, 
increase in complexity, until it reaches a mature stage? 
5. Stimulus Response — does the organism respond to 
external stimuli, i.e. has a nervous system of some sort 
to detect external conditions? 


On the other hand crystals grow in solution, and take on 
more material from the surrounding solution in order to 
do so, but do not respond neurologically if you poke 
them with a pin. Do they have life? 


Similarly, some think since trees do not move on the 
street, therefore, they do not have life. But they grow 
and reproduce; and some plants (single-celled) in water 
do move; and every plant try to move towards sun for 
energy to synthesize their food; and some plants do 
respond to external stimuli. In that respect although 
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they do not move on road that does not mean they do 
not have life. 


Even when all the criteria are met, it may be difficult 
to determine if something is alive or not. Take a virus. 
It is a strand of either DNA (Deoxyribonucleic acid) or 
RNA (Ribonucleic acid), which is a pure chemical and 
cannot grow or move on its own power. Yet when it 
attaches itself to a receptive host, it inserts its DNA or 
RNA into the cell and forces the host to make more of 
the virus, a clear reproductive plan. It utilizes the 
host’s cellular processes to do so, in a sense taking in 
“nutrients” in order to survive and multiply. Is it alive? 
Or is it a bridge between non-living and living? 
Bacteriophage is the best example of a virus to explain 
the above phenomenon (Fig. 22-5). 


Nevertheless, these chemicals, ie. DNA and RNA 
govern all the characteristics of all the living beings. 


B. DEATH 


i) Death in Science 

Machado [8] has surveyed literature about death as 
follows: 

For many centuries people were deemed dead when 
they stopped breathing and when their hearts stopped 
beating. But during the era of Intensive Care, cessation 
of brain functions began to be considered the main 
reason for diagnosing death. Medical concern over 
making safe and appropriate diagnosis of death in 
respirator-supported patients led to the elaboration of 
criteria, which reliably established irreversible loss of 
brain function. This was an operational way of 
determining that death had occurred. 


What is it about human life, which is irreplaceable by 
any artifice, and that its loss is so essential, that the 
individual who loses it ought to be called dead? 


According to Shewmon there are two basic schools 
about the definition of human death: Those referring to 
the “loss of specifically human properties” and those 
arguing the “loss of integrative unity of the body”. 


Bernat has also proposed to “define death as the 
permanent cessation of functioning of the organism as 
a whole”. Some authors combine both schools when 
presenting their definitions of human death. But 
Machado [8] says that consciousness is the most 
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integrative function of the organism and that it provides 
the essential human characteristics. Nonetheless, it is 
fundamental to consider both components of 
consciousness: arousal and awareness.” 


Therefore, to define human death, the crucial point is to 
define the function that provides the essential human 
properties. Machado [8] has no doubts to affirm that 
consciousness characterizes human existence and that 
the irreversible loss of consciousness defines human 
death (considering its two components - arousal and 
awareness). Moreover, he also considers that at the 
same time, consciousness is the most integrative 
function of the body. No other function could integrate 
as consciousness, the functioning of the organism as a 
whole, when it is possible. 


Traditionally, death has been defined as the cessation of 
all body functions, including respiration and heartbeat. 
Since it became possible to revive some people after a 
period without respiration, heartbeat, or other visible 
signs of life, as well as to maintain respiration and 
blood flow artificially using life support treatments, an 
alternative definition for death was needed. In recent 
decades, the concept of “brain death” has emerged. By 
brain-death criteria, a person can be pronounced legally 
dead even if the heart continues to beat due to life 
support measures. The first nation in the world to 
adopt the ‘brain death’ as the definition of legal 
death was Finland in 1971. In the United States, 
Kansas had made a similar law at an even earlier date. 
(Randell T. (2004) Acta Anaesthesiol Scand. 48(2): 
139-44.) 


A brain-dead individual has no electrical activities and 
no clinical evidence of brain function on neurological 
examination. It is important to distinguish between 
‘brain death’ and states that mimic ‘brain death’ (e.g. 
barbiturate intoxication, alcohol intoxication, sedation 
overdose, hypothermia, hypoglycemia, coma or chronic 
vegetative states.). Some comatose patients can recover, 
and some patients with severe irreversible neurological 
dysfunction will nonetheless retain some _ brain 
functions, is generally not considered ‘brain death’, 
although it is certainly an irreversible condition in 
which it may be appropriate to withdraw life support. 


Note that brain electrical activity can stop completely, 
or apparently completely (a “flat EEG”) for some time 
in deep anesthesia or during cardiac arrest before being 
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restored. ‘Brain death’ refers only to the permanent 
cessation of electrical activity. Numerous people who 
have experienced such “flat line” have reported near- 
death experience, the nature of which is controversial. 
It is understood that a permanent cessation of electrical 
activity indicates the end of consciousness. 


ii) Instant Death 

Many sudden and quick causes of death are actually 
processes lasting a noticeable length of time. For 
instance, a broken femur that severs the femoral artery 
and also produces an open wound in the thigh is likely 
to cause death in less than a minute, since virtually 
complete loss of blood would be rapid. Eventually 
inadequate blood flow to the brain causes loss of 
consciousness. Causes of death that involve death 
without noticeable delay would involve immediate 
disruption of brain function. Where a firearm is fired 
with several inches of its barrel inside a person’s 
mouth and oriented straight into the mouth cavity, 
immediate death by destruction of the brain stem is 
extremely likely. Other forms of death where the brain 
is destroyed “faster than a thought” would include 
exposure to radiant energy so intense (in proximity to 
a nuclear explosion) that vaporization of the skull and 
brain would occur in a time far less than a second, and 
very rapid crushing of the skull, which can occur in 
falls (especially head first) from sufficient heights, and 
horizontal impacts at typical speeds of motor vehicles. 


C. CONSCIOUSNESS 
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Consciousness) 





Consciousness is a quality of the mind generally 
regarded to comprise qualities such as subjectivity, 
self-awareness, sentience, sapience, and the ability to 
perceive the relationship between oneself and one’s 
environment. It is a subject of much research in 
philosophy of mind, psychology, neurology, and 
cognitive science. 


Many cultures and religious traditions place the 
seat of consciousness in a soul separate from the 
body. In contrast, many scientists and philosophers 
consider consciousness to be intimately linked to the 
neural functioning of the brain, dictating the way by 
which the world is experienced. 


Humans (and often other animals, as well) are 
variously said to possess consciousness, _ self- 
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awareness, and a mind that contains our sensations, 
perceptions, dream, lucid dreams, inner speech and 
imagination etc. There is speculation, especially among 
religious groups, that consciousness may exist after 
death or before birth. 


Consciousness in Science 

The Interactions of neurons in the brain generate 
consciousness [9]. The human brain is the most 
advanced structure known, and its most complicated 
attribute is consciousness. The human brain is 
composed of neurons and glia cells (neuroglia). The 
estimates of the number of neurons in the brain differ, 
but they reach values of up to 100 billion. Each neuron 
may be affected by as many as 10,000 other neurons at 
one time, usually through synapses. The number of 
synapses is enormous, estimated at 300,000 billion in 
the cerebral cortex (Fig. 22-6). In the cerebral cortex, at 
least one quadrillion impulses are executed each 
second. The function of the central nervous system 
depends on many serial and parallel interactions of 
masses of individual neurons. In the brain, we may 
observe convergence and divergence, feedbacks, 
reverberations and circulating nerve impulses. The 
reverberating neuronal circuits may be rather long, 
lasting up to one second or more. All these events 
participate in the functioning of neuronal networks, 
which contain millions of neurons and billions of 
synapses. Such sequences of neuronal firing are 
required to respond to the environment in a real, 
sufficiently short time. 


D. SOUL 

Concepts of Soul 

1. Webster’s Dictionary Soul: 

An entity, which is regarded as being the immortal or 
spiritual part of the person and, though having no 
physical or material reality, is credited with the 
functions of thinking and willing, and hence 
determining all behavior. 


2. Ancient Philosophers 
(http://www.free- 
definition.com/Soul.html#Science_and_the soul 





i) Socrates and Plato 

Plato, probably quoting Socrates, considers the soul to 
be the essence of a person that reasons, decides and 
acts. He considered this essence to be an incorporeal 
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occupant of the body with its own separate, and 
immortal, existence. 

ii) Aristotle 

Aristotle, following Plato, defined the soul as the core 
essence of a being, but argued against it having a 
separate existence. 


3. Theological Concept 

In some traditions it is considered immortal; in others 
it is considered to be mortal. In most religions, and 
some philosophical movements, a soul is strongly 
connected with notions of the afterdeath but opinions 
vary wildly even within a given religion as to what 
happens to the soul after death. Many within these 
religions and philosophies believe the soul is 
immaterial, while others feel it may indeed be 
material. 


4. The atheist view 

Many secular humanists and atheists reject the concept 
of a soul, often viewing it as an ill-defined idea for 
which they do not find any compelling evidence. 


5. Science and the soul 

The concept of soul and the idea of a soul entity are 
not recognized in mainstream Science or Medicine. 
Popular presentation of the dominant scientific 
worldview of the soul uses the “computer paradigm’, 
where the brain is compared to the hardware and 
the mind (mental processes that have been long 
subsumed under the concept of soul) to the software. 
When the brain/hardware is gone, there is no place left 
for functioning mind/software. Others, like famous 
French Neurologist, Jean Pierre Changeaux, deny the 
appropriateness of the computer paradigm and propose 
an analogy with the enharmonic oscillator from 
physics. Needless to say, both notions have dismissed 
the concept of soul as a self-sustaining entity. 


However, Albert Einstein’s view about computer and 
human brain is worth quoting here: 

Computers are incredibly fast, accurate and stupid. 
Human beings are incredibly slow, inaccurate and 
brilliant. Together they are powerful beyond 
imagination. 


E. CONSCIOUSNESS AND SOUL ACCORDING 
TO NANAKIAN PHILOSOPHY 

In ancient philosophy and according to many 
theologians of various religions, ‘consciousness’ is 
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considered as ‘soul. They think that it is the soul which 
controls all the activities of the body. As soon as the 
soul, which is considered as indestructible, leaves the 
body, thereafter, the person dies. 


Let us discuss ‘consciousness’ in Nanakian Philosophy: 
What is Consciousness? 


Guru Nanak explains ‘consciousness’ as follows: 
Sarl qafs? #32 FT Hh? II 

Hefs? feget afe 3 abe 1 

Ad? Hafs? 3a fe aut II 
But fea wreg AI 11 
WGA, H: A, UST 28. 

I 


The God has given same consciousness2 to all? the 


living beings*. 

No living being® is without? consciousness. 
The living beings will follow the way of lifes 
According to their level” of consciousness2, 

They come into existence (take birth) 

And go away (die )f 0 according to the 


Information written? (on their genes). 
AGGS. M 1, p 24. 


Guru Nanak’s following verse explains that seat of 
consciousness is in brain, mentioned metaphorically as 
Dasam Duar: 


u@et ural? mrarat? at HEE II 

doe suet afo? a aet i 

a@ eset eA] eng? | 

ast F famratt? eg atest? 11911 
aga? yaar Haare Het 

nig Stes? A famratt® set nansr Si 
Waa, H: 4, UST We. 


The combination* of air!, water, and energy 


3 
(various elements) make the wonderful> body® and 
brain” (intellect) to work®, 

There are nine openings? in this body and the tenth is 


place!0 of the brain (Dasam Duar*) without any 
opening. 
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Reflect! 3 upon and discover!! this system, O wise!2 
one. I. 

One teaches!4, speaks! 5, and listens! through this 
brain (Dasam Duar). 


One who contemplates! 7 of his own on this system, is 


truly a wise! person. 1.Pause. 
AGGS, M 1, p 152. 


cH wurgto (Dasam Duar) = It is a mythical term 


for a place where God resides. However, according to 
Nanakian Philosophy ‘Dasam Duar’ is a ‘brain’. 
This is not the place where God lives because there 
is no single place where God resides. God pervades 
everywhere in the universe. Prof Sahib Singh [10] 
also interprets ‘Dasam Duar’ as ‘brain’. In the 
following phrase Guru Nanak has clearly explained the 
“Dasam Duar’ as brain: 


Jeo. Sis? erfenr? yess cAEY enrgeE i 

fua? nafet feorfrort antO any ga? 
agt? jun 

WGA, H: A, UST Us. 

deo = Literally means essence of sandalwood, but 


metaphorically it has been used as comprehension of 
God through consciousness. 
wtf3 = Consciousness that originates due to actions of 


billions of neurons and synapses in the brain. 
HET PAS WTg = The temple is metaphoric place for 


brain where one’s consciousness comprehends God. 


through? 


consciousness2 in the brain>:© (Dasam> Duar®) is 


equated to the place of temple*. 


This has been understood? when the Sabd® has lit a 
7 


The comprehension! of God® 


lamp’ in the brain through the consciousness then 


comprehension of God!9 11 became clear!2,13 


( garland! 3 in the neck!2 ). 
AGGS, M 1, p 54. 


Therefore, ‘Dasam Duar’, a mythical term, is a 
metaphor for brain, which is the seat of 
consciousness according to Nanakian Philosophy, 
but understood differently in various religions. 
Although there is no opening for outside environment 
still it is aware of everything inside the body as well as 
outside and around the body through the actions of 
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billions of neurons and synapses in the brain with its 
extensive nervous system (Fig. 22-6). 


Death of Consciousness 


The following verse explains the stages in human which 
lead to death of consciousness due to senility: 


Bail fenfe2 adt, 352 dim® afsl Hifmné fafe? 
wee Il 

gut FMI FAW sdt ATW fas B32 AW 
TS 41 

MTA, H: 9, UST A9IQU. 

You have lost most of the power of seeing? from your 


dh your body? has become week#, the old age? has 


6 


eyes 


overcome” you and the death® of consciousness (real 


death) is approaching’. 

Although there is neither glow?,10 on your face nor any 
sign of contentment!! in your mind, you should not 
leave! the path of righteousness! 2 even if the death!4 


is evident!. 
AGGS, M 1, p 1125. 


Nanakian Philosophy in the above stanza clearly 
indicates that the senility of various organs and body as 
a whole will lead to the senility of brain and 
consciousness, and ultimately a death. There is no 
information in the above stanza if the 
‘consciousness’ is connected with so-called ‘soul’ as 
is accepted in other religions and cultures. It is the 
degeneration of integrative functions explained in 
the above stanza that leads to the death of 
consciousness - the real death. Death of 
consciousness happens due to the senility of vital 
organs since these cannot supply enough Oxygen to the 
neurons in the brain. There is clearly no mention of loss 
of soul that leads to death in the above stanza. 
Similarly, nowhere has Machado [8] mentioned any 
loss of soul as the cause of death in his study. Death is 
the loss of consciousness. Consciousness is the product 
of neurons in the brain and through the intensive 
nervous system of the body the whole integrated 
physiological processes of life work together in an 
ordered manner. 


Although in Gurbani there is extensive use of word 
‘soul’ under different Names, e.g. Jio (AIG), Jot (FS), 
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and Atma (TSH) [7]. These words have been used 


allegorically and metaphorically to explain integrated 
functions of various physiological processes controlled 
by the consciousness generated by the complex 
reactions of neurons in the brain [9] (Fig. 22-6). 
However, many Sikh theologians interpret these 
words under the influence of Vedantic philosophy 
in which the death of consciousness is compared 
with the loss of soul which leaves the body either to 
enter into the cycle of reincarnation or to heaven or 
hell. 


Now Guru Nanak explains real death as the death 
of consciousness as follows: 


Sa wat? Fs? us? 11 

gsU 3 famraté yor? J ast 
yet Hefs' \O wet widard gi2 ll 
Gg 5 yor? F SusTg 1121 
MISA, H: 4, UST WU. 


The body! is made of soil2 (various elements) and 
through which one speaks? is the vibration of wind?, 
Try to understand>, O wise one®, who8 has died? ? 


It is the death? of consciousness!9 with which the 
whole body functions have died. 


With this duality! 1 and_ the egoistic!2 nature, a 
product of consciousness, have also died?. 


What you see!4 the body is not dead! 3 in fact, it was 
the consciousness - the brain, which has stopped 
working. 2. 

AGGS, M 1, p 152. 


Medically, the death means that the consciousness 
becomes un-functional. The consciousness is the 
product of billions of neurons and synopses in the 
brain. Therefore, when brain is  dead_ then 
consciousness becomes dead. Later on the body’s 
physiology stops. However, after the death of the brain 
the body can be kept functional for some days or 
months with the life supporting apparatus. 


Here again Guru Nanak _ has _ not mentioned 
anything about the fate of soul in the body that 
what happened to it after death. 


Does any special treatment of body decide the future 
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of so-called soul after death? 


Guru Nanak has explained in the following verse that 
whatever the respect or treatment is given to the (dead) 
body, it does not make any difference whether the so- 
called soul of that body will go to heaven or enters into 
the cycle of re-birth: 


fea usfal fea adinifs2 feas a3? ufe i 
fefa urat fefa GAcinifa® fefa st fefa gAfsY ufo I 


aod Se 3 Ae foe arte mora? 11211 

MIG, H: 4, Uat Est. 

Nanak Says: 

After death some bodies are burnt! , some are buried2 
and some are left to be eaten by dogs? (and vultures). 
Some are thrown? in water, while others are thrown in 


dried well. 
(Whatever the method of disposal may be) There is no 


evidence® where one (so-called soul) goes’ after death. 
AGGS, M 1, p 648. 


Guru Nanak again states that there is no world after 
death where one will reap the benefits/punishments 
of Karma of this life: 


Hs a we? wfe wat? uferi® 11 

Ad ae corfet Sar afer? 

WOGA, H: 4, UST 230. 

Nanak Says: 

One must not! understand2 that the karmas (good or 
bad deeds) of the current life are rewarded? in the next 
world, 

It is here in this world ‘what? (deeds> ) you sow® so 


shall you reap’. 
AGGS, M 1, p 730. 


Guru Nanak further explains that it is not known 
where does one (soul) come from and where does 
one (soul) go after the death: 


ast wfe? ag 3 ure? 11 

ad Cun’ ag afte AHTeY II 
fa@ afoGe fa@ Hast? ue 1 
fa@ oifaanit Rafa mre* 119 


rou med fat nifyst nfat2 ays iI 
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Baga aye sagas fase? quar 
FoAtt wre Aon Ate II 

Hat 3 Qun2° Ho ute AHHERT II 
qenfa yas? dar? 3 ute II 

Fae? gtefse4 gaze afs afE2? 1211 
Maa, H: 9, UST WU. 


I 3 


How can we know! where did we come from? and 
where will we go2? 

Where did we originate?, and where will we go or 
merge into? 

How are we bonded® and how are we liberated’ ? 


How do we merge? with Indestructible® Entity with 
ease? I. 


Comprehension! I of God!° is the elixir!2 (Amrit) of 
life from God!3,14, 
God!> is the Naam!®, and God is free from any 
desire!7. I. Pause. 


Under the Laws of Nature!® one comes (born) and 
under the same laws one goes away (die). 


Consciousness arises29 in the mind!9 (with neurons in 
the brain) and works! in the brain. 

Through? the 25 
(philosophy) in the Nanakian Philosophy2# the Guru- 


comprehension of wisdom 
oriented is liberated22 and does not fall into any 


bondage2>. 2: 
AGGS, M 1, p 152. 


* Ata, HOA (Sehj, Sejay), etc has many meanings. 


It is to be seen in which context it has been used. It 
means easily, wisdom, tranquility, etc. and according 
to Prof Sahib Singh it means ‘According to Laws of 
Nature’ at page 11, Volume II. [10]. 


Finally, Guru Arjan sums up Nanakian Philosophy 
about aS (Kal- Death) as follows: 

ue’ xfs ues Afenre | 

ast? fs Afs ofs wfenr 1 

Hels Het Tet Sar I 

deo at aes [a NAUI 

aoe yor? 3 as yor II 
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gon famratt fufe ase ateat 
fe 38 vast? sfenr nana 


nen? fas wafst? 3 uret i 

deaoT 2 fs Cfo front? 11 

SIHW AGE F gQv F_X 1 

Aus sfeor saeet nig 1121 

fer 38 33920 afenr agate? II 
nires22 Wres22 gafu28 nprfe24 11 

3d a HMB HE AT Il 

ae fasAe wifasAe? gar 13 

A feg westt A feg ofs il 

WseTs2t a ufs2° are 11 

ag at Fhe SIH?" yorfenrs? I 

a det Has? o nreS8 erfenrS4 igi 
Mola, H: U, Us CCU. 

The air! (gases) merges2 into the air. 
The energy is amalgamated with energy. 
The minerals# (of body) become part of the soil. 


Who will take care of those who are lamenting> 2] 
(Since the lamenting persons will also be dying.) 


Who® has died’? 
Oh _ spiritually wise? men! Sit together and 
comprehend? that in fact (a person who came and now) 


that person has gone! (back to its elemental 
form).1(Pause) 


(Actually) no one knows what will happen!2 next! 1 
after death. 


The one who is lamenting! 3 will also depart! a 
Mortal beings are bonded!7,18 by superstitions! 5 and 
attachments! ©, 


The ignorant person (blind) is baffled!? as if it is 
dream.2 
Everybody is born and dies according to the Laws of 


Nature (of God20), the system developed by the 
Creator2!. 
Being born22 and dying? is great?) Law of Nature?#. 
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(In fact) No one dies; no one is capable of dying, since 
the matter*, with which, the being come into existence 


is indestructible2®27, 3 
What the people think28 it is not like that. 


Tama sacrifice? 0 to the one who knows? this. 
Nanak says: 


The Guru has dispelled32 my superstition? ! that in 


fact no one dies33 and no one is born?4 or dies?>. (It 
is just the change of matter into different forms.) 4. 10. 
AGGS, M 5, p 885. 

*Matter is also considered as energy. Read in detail at 
pages 186-187. 


The above verse emphasizes that to understand life 
and death it is important to know your own roots 
(origin) where did man come from on this earth. The 
origin of man is directly related to evolution theory as 
has been explained earlier by Guru Amardas and Guru 
Arjan. According to the theory of origin of life the 
atoms, i. e. Carbon, Oxygen, Hydrogen, 
Phosphorus, Nitrogen, etc, combined into complex 
molecule called DNA - the thread of life. From the 
DNA came the single-celled organism, which gave 
rise to multicellular organism and ultimately man, 
the most complex and advanced stage of evolution 
(Fig. 22-4). 


Guru Arjan finally sums up Nanakian Philosophy 
about the life and death to get the best out of this 
life since there is no life after death: 


wrarat g shu? fuer? efs 3s Hose II 

aoa fafsl fear€ aa gofs? 5 det ent N11 
WATaIA, H: U, UST IOKE. 

Nanak says: 

Think? about the future, look not on the past? over 
your shoulders*, 

Make? the present life® a great success since there is 
no birth® again’. 

AGGS, M 5, p 1096. 


IS IT TRANSMIGRATION OF SOUL OR DNA? 
i) Transmigration (Metempsychosis) of Soul 
Keeping in view the philosophy of other religions, 
Nanakian Philosophy, science and logic it becomes 
clear that: 


1. The souls of people belonging to certain religions 
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keep on waiting for the Day of Judgment. On this 
day the deeds of the dead persons will be 
evaluated then the fate of their souls will be 
decided. Their souls would either go to heaven or 
to hell depending on the evaluation of their deeds. 
But no soul goes into cycle of transmigration of 
8.4 million of lives. However, there has not been 
any Day of Judgment so far for the last over 2000 
years. Nobody knows when it will happen. 

In Hinduism the soul either immediately goes into 
cycle of transmigration of 8.4 million lives or 
again into human form or merges with God 
depending upon their deeds conducted during the 
past life of that person. 

Logically, if God is the same for the whole 
humanity on this earth then God cannot create two 
types of laws for two different types of people. Is 
it not a strange law of God that the souls of some 
are waiting for the Day of Judgment while of 
others immediately go to the cycle of 
transmigration? 

Scientifically there is no soul. The whole 
physiology of the body is governed by the 
consciousness, which is also believed in 
Nanakian Philosophy. The consciousness is the 
product of actions of billions of neurons and 
synapses in the brain [9]. 

The functions of the neurons and synapses to 
produce consciousness, which controls all the 
actions and reactions in the body, depend upon the 
nature and composition of the DNA of that person 
(or organism). 

Since the consciousness is the result of purely 
chemical, physical, and biological reactions, 
therefore, there is no consciousness if neurons and 
synapses in the brain are not functioning. The 
death of neurons results in the death of 
consciousness. The death of consciousness results 
in the death of all physiological reactions, 
consequently the death of the body. 

Consciousness is only in a certain portion of the 
brain; similarly, memory function is carried on in 
another part of the brain. The memory is stored in 
this part of the brain. This memory part is 
definitely not a soul according to science and 
religious beliefs. However, it is well established 
that injury to this part of brain a person loses his 
memory only but that person is still alive in all 
aspects of life. Now there is a big question that the 
memory of a person is in a particular part of brain 
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and that part of the brain is not a soul. Since 
memory is stored in a certain part of brain, 
therefore, memory is not stored in the soul; 
therefore, it is evident that soul cannot carry 
memory of its past life to the next life. It means 
the soul cannot carry his karma with it, which 
will be manifested in the next life. Similarly, the 
claim of remembering the events of the past life 
by some individuals cannot be justified even by 
simple logic. 


ii) Transmigration of DNA 


1. 


7. 


Biologically and genetically, it is  well- 
established fact that no life can exist without the 
presence of DNA and RNA. 

It is also a well- established fact that all the 
characteristics of a person are governed 
according to sequence and combination of bases 
of its DNA (genome) and the nurturing of the 
person [9]. 

When a scientist creates a clone he uses the 
diploid genome from a cell of a donor person to 
create the same copy of that person. Now the 
question is if the clone is a perfectly new person 
then wherefrom did the clone receive new soul 
with which the clone has become another alive 
person like the donor. 

In nature fertilization of an egg from mother with 
a sperm of father— the haploid genome of 
father’s sperm combines with the haploid 
genome in the mother’s egg — produces a 
diploid zygote, which gives rise to a new baby. 
The new baby, which came into being because of 
the combination of haploid genomes from mother 
and father, is in fact the next so-called juun 
(transmigration) of the parents (mother and 
father) into the new baby, while they are still 
alive. 

Since the new baby is the next juun of the 
parents, therefore, it is the responsibility of the 
parents to nurture the new baby to be an 
independent and noble citizen of this Earth. 
Under such circumstances it also becomes 
important to choose a partner who can stick to 
these understandings that they are marrying 
to produce their next juuwn, which should be 
better than their own. It means neglecting 
their offspring means neglecting their own 
next juun. 

I may add here that it is also well established [12] 
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that the destiny of the new baby (your next junn) 
depends on the Nature (DNA of the parents) and 
the Nurture by the parents. 


CONCLUSIONS 
Different opinions on the existence of soul in Gurbani 
are because of its different interpretations. The 


interpretation of Gurbani under the influence of 
ancient philosophy and the Vedantic philosophy will 
lead to the existence of soul while the interpretation 
of Gurbani_in_ its real perspective with the 


application of Science and logic will lead_us to the 
non-existence of soul. Moreover, if we can 


comprehend the nature of life and death then it will be 

easy to understand that: 

1. There is NO evidence of existence of soul. 

2. There is also NO evidence that the soul will be 
entering into the cycle of transmigration of 8.4 
million. 

3. In fact, it is the transmigration of the DNA of the 
Parents, not the so-called soul, into their next juun 
(generation). 

4. It also means that the next junn (generation) of 
parents is being nurtured by the parents 
themselves. And it is in their hands to make 
their next junn as successful as they wish. 

5. However, it must be kept in mind that the destiny 
(growth and development of your next juun 
(generation) depends on the nature (DNA of the 
parents) and the nurture (food, environments, 
care provided by the parents). 


Genes determines the range through which we can be 
modified, which is another way to say that you can’t 
teach a carrot to sing. 

R. Grant Steen [12] 


Lesson to learn 

If the misery of our poor be caused not by the laws 
of nature, but by our institutions, great is our sin. 
Charles Darwin, Voyage of Beagle. [From Ref # 12] 


There is no doubt that the misery in humanity is due 
to our institutions, which teaches that misery is the 
result of the past karmas of the miserable people. 
This is the greatest sin being committed by religious 
institutions that teach that misery is due to the bad 
deeds (Karmas) of their past lives. 
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Guru Nanak not only realized this fact about three 
hundred years _ before Darwin _but___also 
recommended the solution to this misery since the 
misery is not the result of the past karmas as has 
already __ been __ discussed under __ Nanakian 
Philosophy. 


If the humanity can_realize_the following 
recommendation of Guru Nanak then there is every 
possibility that we can create peaceful and happy 
life for the humanity: 


fefeur Sect at usGuarct II 
WGA, H: A, Uet Sue 


Only that education (knowledge) is worth, which is 
used for the uplift of the humanity. 
AGGS, M 1, p 356 
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"BILL OF RIGHTS" IN THE 


CONSTITUTION OF INDIA 
G. B. Singh 


Many admirers of India often go out of the way to 
depict India as the "world's largest democracy” and a 
"secular" state, which through its constitution 
guarantees fundamental human rights to all Indians -- 
the implication being that such rights are in practice as 
a matter of routine. Yet, dismaying as it may seem, I 
have never come across any piece of written 
information analyzing the Indian Constitution itself, let 
alone all those enshrined fundamental rights that it 
guarantees to its citizens. Coupled with aggressive 
Soviet-style "active measures" channeled by the Indian 
government, several intellectuals outside India have 
fallen prey to the media hype. Included on this list are 
the key members of US Department of State who upon 
my inquiry a number of years ago hadn’t even seen 
what the Constitution of India looked like, let alone 
read it! 


Before analyzing the rights enshrined in the Indian 
Constitution, a few words on the constitution would be 
helpful to readers. The Indian Constitution 
(promulgated in 1950) is the longest constitution ever 
written. As of December 2007, the Constitution of India 
comprised 395 Articles, 12 Schedules, 2 Appendices, 
and constitutional amendments totaling no less than 
ninety-four in number. Include to this list are 
amendments of previous amendments -- often each 
amendment encompassing multiple smaller 
amendments within its charter. India's constitution can 
safely be characterized as one of the most complicated 
of all modern political documents available. 


Highly placed Indians with some insight into their 
constitution will often take delight in saying that it is 
based on sound fundamental principles derived from 
the constitutions of no less than five great Western 
democracies: Australia, Canada, England, Ireland, and 
of course, the United States. It all sounds great. Even 
more impressive is when we hear that the Bill of Rights 
of the U.S. Constitution has made its way into the 
Indian Constitution. This is always followed by a note 
of special thanks to the framers of India's constitution, 
with particular tribute paid to the likes of Dr. B.R. 
Ambedkar (well known leader of India’s Untouchable 
community), who chaired the drafting committee that 
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devised the Indian Constitution. Justifiably, a question 
begs to be asked: Are all things mentioned above true? 


To answer that question, one must at least procure the 
most recent copy of the Indian Constitution, read it, 
understand it, and then present the facts as they stand. 
I did exactly that, which is why I am writing this 
article. 


I hope the reader is familiar with the first ten 
amendments (commonly called "The Bill of Rights") 
of the U.S. Constitution, which were ratified in 1791. 
This information is important since these rights were 
purportedly imported into the Indian Constitution. For 
the purpose of this article, it will be worth the effort to 
reproduce the First Amendment of U.S. Constitution, 
which states: 


Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, 
or of the press, or the right of the people peaceably to 
assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress 
of grievances. 


The Substance: 


Part I of the Indian Constitution (Articles 12 through 
35) constitutes the entire minutia on fundamental 
rights. Of these total of twenty-four articles, Articles 
19 and 25 are the only ones that truly correspond to the 
First Amendment of U.S. Constitution. Allow me to 
reproduce Article 19 in its entirety: 


Protection of certain rights regarding freedom of 
speech, etc. 


(1) All citizens shall have the right: 


(a) to freedom of speech and expression; 

(b) to assemble peaceably and without arms; 

(c) to form associations or unions; 

(d) to move freely throughout the territory of India; 

(e) to reside and settle in any part of the territory of 
India; [and] 

(f) deleted 

(g) to practice any profession, or to carry on any 
occupation, trade or business. 


(2) Nothing in sub-clause (a) of the clause (1) shall 
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affect the operation of any existing law, or prevent the 
State from making any law, in so far as such law 
imposes reasonable restrictions on the exercise of the 
right conferred by the said sub-clause in the interests of 
the sovereignty and integrity of India, the security of 
State, friendly relations with foreign States, public 
order, decency or morality, or in relation to contempt of 
court, defamation or incitement to an offence. 


(3) Nothing in sub-clause (b) of the said clause shall 
affect the operation of any existing law in so far as it 
imposes, or prevent the State from making any law 
imposing, in the interest of the sovereignty and integrity 
of India or public order, reasonable restrictions on the 
exercise of the right conferred by the said sub-clause. 


(4) Nothing in sub-clause (c) of the said clause shall 
affect the operation of any existing law in so far as it 
imposes, or prevent the State from making any law 
imposing, in the interest of the sovereignty and integrity 
of India or public order or morality, reasonable 
restrictions on the exercise of the right conferred by the 
said sub-clause. 


(5) Nothing in sub-clause (d) and (e) of the said clause 
shall affect the operation of any existing law in so far as 
it imposes, or prevent the State from making any law 
imposing, reasonable restrictions on the exercise of the 
right conferred by the said sub-clauses either in the 
interests of the general public or for the protection of 
the interests of any Scheduled Tribe. 


(6) Nothing in sub-clause (g) of the said clause shall 
affect the operation of any existing law in so far as it 
imposes, or prevent the State from making any law 
imposing, in the interest of the general public, 
reasonable restrictions on the exercise of the right 
conferred by the said sub-clause, and, in particular, 
nothing in the said sub-clause shall affect the operation 
of any existing law in so far as it relates to, or prevent 
the State from making any law relating to - 


(i) the professional or technical qualifications necessary 
for practising any profession or carrying on any 
occupation, trade or business, or 

(ii) the carrying on by the State, or by a corporation 
owned or controlled by the State, of any trade, business, 
industry or service, whether to the exclusion, complete 
or partial, of citizens or otherwise. 
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Granted much of the above narrative is redundant; 
nobody doubts the clarity of Clause 1 of Article 19. 
However, given what is written in Clause 2 and 
onwards, everything changes. The fundamental rights 
given in Clause 1 have been for all practical purposes 
nibbled away one by one, thanks to Clauses 2 to 6. The 
reader must have noticed that Clause If, which had 
been "to acquire, hold and dispose of property," is 
missing. The 44th Amendment expunged that portion 
in 1978, most likely enacted to usher political India in 
tune with Communism, former USSR being at the time 
India’s close ally. Things get even more complicated 
when you encounter Articles 352 through 360 of the 
Indian Constitution, which essentially deliver the 
emergency provisions. Since numerous geographical 
areas of India frequently have fallen under these 
emergency provisions, the reality of the fundamental 
rights supposedly guaranteed under Article 19 and 
others is revealed, as citizens have been forced to live 
under the enacted draconian laws. 


What makes the fundamental rights problem even 
more tendentious is that according to the 40th 
Amendment, the draconian laws may not be 
challenged before any court on the ground of violation 
of fundamental rights. If one or more groups of people 
have suffered terribly from the repressive hands of the 
State, the 41st Amendment nails a potential litigant 
right back to his/her proper place. This amendment has 
provided that the President, Prime Minister and State 
Governors are immune from criminal prosecution for 
life and from civil prosecution during their term of 
office. What about the Press in India? The exuberant 
Indian Press exercises its freedom of speech freely, as 
the apologists reminds us with regularity. But the facts 
are otherwise. Indian journalists have learned too well 
how to kowtow to the ruling Indian leaders. 


Now, let us take a look at Article 25: 
Freedom of conscience and free profession, practice 
and propagation of religion -- 


(1) Subject to public order, morality and health and to 
the other provisions of this Part, all persons are equally 
entitled to freedom of conscience and the right freely 
to profess, practice and propagate religion. 


(2) Nothing in this article shall affect the operation of 
any existing law or prevent the State from making any 
law - 
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(a) regulating or restricting any economic, political or 
other secular activity which may be associated with 
religious practice; 

(b) providing for social welfare and reform or the 
throwing open of Hindu religious institutions of a 
public character to all classes and sections of Hindus. 


Explanation I - The wearing and carrying of kirpans 
shall be deemed to be included in the profession of the 
Sikh religion. 


Explanation II - In sub-Clause (b) of clause (2), the 
reference to Hindus shall be construed as including 
a reference to persons professing the Sikh, Jaina or 
Buddhist religion, and the reference to Hindu 
religious institutions shall be construed accordingly. 


In a historical sense, Article 25 is unique. Even though 
Hindu hands wrote it following the British departure in 
1947, future Hindu hands have spared it thus far from 
additional amendment. Those responsible for writing 
Article 25 were no less cunning and deceptive -- they 
knew how to shelter it behind the barrage of words that 
only a few could understand. I have attempted to 
unravel the mystery of Article 25 to the best of my 
abilities. 


Teachings such as peaceful co-existence, high morals, 
high ethical values, and respect for fellow humans are 
integral to any true religion. Given that, why is 
religious freedom contingent upon factors of public 
order, morality, and health with respect to religion in 
India as in Clause 1? Is there such a religion that 
violates the norms of decent human morality? If indeed 
there is any such religion, one would think the framers 
of the Indian Constitution would have alerted us or 
perhaps would have "banned" that particular immoral 
religion. Would Hinduism, Islam or for that matter any 
other religion fall under that category? 


With Hindu leaders in charge of Hindu India, the name 
of the game is unchecked fundamentalist Hinduism, 
however undesirable it might be to a reasonable mind. 
But during British-India, this unchecked Hindu 
fundamentalism came very close to being curbed as 
recorded in a superbly written book, Mother India by 
Katherine Mayo (Greenwood Press Publishers, 1927), 
which states: 
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It is true that, to conform to the International 
Convention for the Suppression of the Circulation of 
and Traffic in Obscene Publications, signed in Geneva 
on September 12, 1923, the Indian Legislature duly 
amended the Indian Penal Code and Code of Criminal 
Procedure; and that this amendment duly prescribes set 
penalties for "whoever sells, lets to hire, distributes, 
publicly exhibits ... conveys ... or receives profit from 
any obscene object, book, representation or figure." 
But its enactment unqualified, although welcome to 
the Muhammadans, would have wrought havoc with 
the religious belongings, the ancient traditions and 
customs and the priestly prerogatives dear to the 
Hindu majority. Therefore the Indian Legislature, 
preponderantly Hindu, saddled the amendment with an 
exception, which reads: 


This section does not extend to any book, pamphlet, 
writing, drawing or painting kept or used bona fide for 
religious purposes or any represented sculptured, 
engraved, painted or otherwise represented on or in 
any temple, or on any car used for the conveyance of 
idols, or kept or used for any religious purpose. 


To conclude, in India, the freedom to practice 
religion is conditional. The power to interpret and 
exercise the conditional requirements is in the 
hands of Hindu leaders and nobody else. This is 
radically different from what is in the United States 
where the practice of religion is free, unconditional 
right. Conversely, in modern India, the practice of 
religion is _a_"'politician-sanctioned"' unreliable 
right. 


Clause 2a of Article 25 is muddy at best. Considering 
the constitutional write-up, it seems religion is 
composed of economic, political, and worship 
activities. Anything other than worship activity is 
termed "secular." Therefore, in accordance with the 
constitution, the Indian State has the right to interfere 
with those activities of the church it considers 
"secular." The church, structure included, is after all an 
economic venture. In a socialist country like India: 
Organized religions (Christianity, Islam, Sikhism, etc.) 
with large groups of people interacting among 
themselves and others amounts to nothing less than 
political activity. Any propagation of religion will 
require a number of "secular" tasks: financial, 
organizational, and personnel activities (just to name a 
few). 
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The Indian State can constitutionally restrict any one or 
all of these "secular" endeavors, thereby effectively 
hampering genuine propagation of any religion it 
desires. This has already happened, as illustrated in 
another fine book - Soft State: A Newspaperman's 
Chronicle of India by Bernard D. Nossiter (Harper & 
Row Publishers, 1970). I suppose one way to be 
safeguarded from State incursion is for an individual to 
worship in the open air (which will insure no economic 
activity) or alone within the confines of a house (which 
will insure no political activity). How anyone worships 
individually in these conditions may be beyond the 
Indian State's intrusive nature! That's my hope! 


Now, consider Clause 2b. What does freedom of 
religion have to do with social welfare and reform? 
This sub-clause contains a statement with strange 
wordings that need some scrutiny. First, are Hindu 
religious institutions of a public character? This term is 
ambiguous and could mean literally anything or 
absolutely nothing. My gut feeling is that it pertains to 
Hindu schools, the temples, and ashrams. Second, is a 
reference to the “classes” of Hindus? This is an 
inappropriate western terminology in reference to the 
Hindu society. Nonetheless, if the term has to be used, 
the majority of the Hindu population falls into the low 
class while the minority belongs to the middle and 
upper classes. Third, what are the “sections” of Hindus? 
At the lowest common denominator, the bulk of Hindu 
sections comprise the Vaishnava, Saiva, and Sakti. 


The State can regulate the opening of Hindu temples, 
schools, and/or ashrams to all high, middle or low 
Hindu classes irrespective of whether one is Vaishnava, 
Saiva, Saktia, or what have you. This interpretation 
may be off the mark if I am reading incorrectly because 
of the use of terms that are vague. Unfortunately, the 
framers of the constitution missed the crux of the 
problem. 


The Hindu society is governed by caste (or varna), and 
not just necessarily by the classes and sections. And 
certainly the caste is not the same thing as class and 
section. If you feel that the framers of the constitution 
were themselves not sure of what they wrote or its 
underlying meaning, they perhaps hoped that the reader 
would be reassured in the offering of Explanation I and 
II. If one examines Hindu scriptures, for example the 
Bhagavad-Gita, it is not uncommon to see that a 
transition from one topic to another is often 
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disconcertingly abrupt. This is clearly the case here 
also. 


Explanation I and II are not even remotely connected 
with Clause 2b. The fact is that Explanation I and 
Explanation II urgently call for explanations of their 
own. Explanation I acknowledges the existence of the 
Sikh religion. Since the issue is the individual religious 
rights (in Sikhism), the proper word ought to be 
"kirpan," not "kirpans." Moreover, Explanation II is 
notoriously flawed. Its intent is obvious: the individual 
members of Sikh, Jain, and Buddhist religions will be 
referred to as Hindus, and thus retroactively Sikhism, 
Jainism, and Buddhism are to be considered merely 
sects of Hinduism. Therefore, the State can interfere 
with their religious institutions as it sees fit, under the 
guise of procuring "social reforms." Since the 
constitution refuses to delve further, one might ask: Is 
there a definition or an explanation of what constitute 
Hinduism? And who really is a Hindu? Answering 
these questions has been anything but easy and clear in 
part because both these terms--Hindu and Hinduism— 
are absent entirely from their varied scriptures and had 
been sponsored by their colonial masters, both Islamic 
and British respectively. Scholars over the years have 
tried their best but failed to address these terms 
adequately. Of lately the Supreme Court of India has 
pitched in. For example in 1965, the Court observed 
that the term “Hindu” referred to “the orthodox Hindu 
religion which recognizes castes and_ contains 
injunctions bases on caste distinctions.” By 1966, the 
Court stepped in further. Rather than defining the 
issue, it issued broad guidelines--to be precise three 
different “standpoints’”-- which require an art and gift 
of application to the circumstances. They are worth 
reading: 


First Standpoint: “We find it difficult, if not 
impossible, to define Hindu religion or even 
adequately describe it. Unlike other religions in the 
world, the Hindu religion does not claim any one 
prophet; it does not worship any one God; it does not 
subscribe to any one dogma; it does not believe in any 
one philosophic concept; it does not follow any one set 
of religious rites or performances; in fact, it does not 
appear to satisfy the narrow traditional [for 
traditional, read Western] features of any religion or 
creed. It may broadly be described as a way of life and 
nothing more.” 


K. T. F. of N. A. Inc. 3524 Rocky Ridge Way, El Dorado Hills, CA. 95762 19 


The Sikh Bulletin 


This “guideline” confusing as it can be fails to ascertain 
whether one is a Hindu or not. To clarify further, the 
Court introduced the second guideline. 


Second Standpoint: Beneath the diversity of Hindu 
philosophy, the Court found, “lie certain broad 
concepts which are treated as basic.” 


Those broad concepts are: (a) Acceptance of the Vedas 
as the highest authority in religious and philosophic 
matters. (b) The great world rhythms. (c) Rebirth and 
pre-existence. Having pinpointed the “unity” of the 
creed here, then the Court proceeded to address the 
final guideline. 


Third Standpoint: Addressing the often asked 
insidious philosophic question as to what is the 
“ultimate goal of humanity,” the Court answered, “It is 
release and freedom from the unceasing cycle of births 
and rebirths....” 


Religious literature would call this goal as: 
SALVATION. But salvation as _ understood is 
something pointing to an individual person and not 
necessarily addressing the collective sense of humanity. 
Perhaps after recognizing that the Court potentially 
might open a can of worms, it left the burgeoning issue 
unanswered by agreeing “there is a great divergence of 
views ....” 


Rather than adequately resolving the given problem of 
“Hindu” and “Hinduism,” the Court’s interjection 
actually complicated the matter and therefore it needed 
a quick rescue. In searching for the “working formula,” 
they found in the person of B.G. Tilak (1856-1920), a 
fiery politically-drenched fundamentalist Hindu, who 
apparently had once prescribed: “the acceptance of the 
Vedas with reverence, recognition, of the fact that the 
means or ways of salvation are diverse; realization of 
the truth that the number of gods to be worshipped is 
large.” In the end, thanks to the Court, when all is said 
and done, it boils down to this: “Hindu” and 
“Hinduism” are false terms bounded by _ the 
foundational hierarchy-arranged caste, aided by the 
doctrines of karma and reincarnation as its supporting 
outer boundaries. Inside this rather large hierarchical 
triangular entity, the framework is supported by myriad 
hosts of pillars that tighten and cement the construction 
from inside out: These include worshipping an army of 
gods and goddesses, incredible loads of superstitions 
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and rituals, yoga, ayurveda, corruption, immoralities, 
inflicting human _ rights abuses, _ self-inflicted 
psychology guaranteeing brain washing, totalitarian 
mode of life, real-politics, and war. The list actually is 
a long one. It’s not too difficult to imagine that 
separating oneself from Hindu conditioning is next to 
impossible. 


The word "secularism" is often invoked diligently by 
the caste Hindus when describing the Indian State in a 
spirit of nationalistic Hinduism, with an underlying 
implication of the Hindu expansionist quest to absorb 
other religions. The western definition of "secularism" 
is when the State and public policies take precedence 
over religious considerations. In other words, in the 
West, there is a separation of church and state. But 
most Indians, including their leaders, have their own 
self-serving bizarre definitions. One often cited goes 
like this: "equal treatment of all the religions by the 
State." Is that a desirable goal? If it is then how can 
any State achieve such a goal? 


In the Indian context, I suppose the easiest way for the 
State to treat all religions "equally" would be to "get 
into" every religion equally and if need be, somehow 
proclaim all religions are one and a part of Hinduism - 
- therefore making everyone in India a Hindu. This is 
precisely what is happening in India. Since everyone is 
a Hindu, the leadership expects a response in kind. It 
usually shows in an intellectually flawed population 
which has stamped itself with a bogus notion echoed 
in the buzzword called sameness. This is an expression 
erroneously viewed as synonymous with equality. 


Under this framed scenario, the very thought of 
discrimination or even persecution of one religion by 
another need not arise since we are all the same, that 
is, Hindus. Obviously, this kind of an argument carries 
a heavy price tag. When told that India's sacred 
constitution exudes an egalitarian system, years of 
Hindu conditioning have transfixed the populace to 
acquiesce to any communiqué coming down from the 
top. Few will ever fathom that India's egalitarianism is 
not the same sort we know in a Western sense, but is 
of an entirely different substance. It is rooted in the 
infamous caste system, or in a more precise language, 
the Hindu Apartheid. While the caste system is alive, 
thriving, and functional, India’s Hindu leaders boast of 
an Indian democracy, ignoring its pervasive 
underlying segregation and inequality. This sounds 
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magnificently absurd. Many Indian leaders on one hand 
enjoy the fruits of being born into an elite caste (while 
the majority of the population rots at the lowest levels 
of caste), while on the other hand mindlessly they sing 
the gospel of equality. 


The caste being a substructure of Hindu society, the talk 
of "equality," "democracy," and "secularism" 
reverberates only to mislead the masses. Not 
surprisingly, this kind of tactical maneuvering to 
deceive is clearly evident in the Indian Constitution and 
conspicuous in the State's public policy and internal 
propaganda. While Sikhs, Jains, and Buddhists have 
already been "secularized" constitutionally, Christians 
and Muslims are now also in the process of being 
"secularized" through state-orchestrated propaganda. 


Many Indian leaders now call Indian Christians and 
Muslims as "Christi Hindus" and ''WMohammadiya 
Hindus," respectively. In addition, some provincial 
state governments inside India have already enacted 
anti-conversion laws while others are contemplating 
ensuring the Hindu population doesn’t slide away 
into something else. 


Conclusion: 


Other amendments of the Bill of Rights in the U.S. 
Constitution guarantee the American people numerous 
other fundamental rights. These include protection 
against government officials who might invade their 
homes and seize property without legal permission 
(Amendment IV); protection against being "a witness 
against himself" in any criminal case or being "deprived 
of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law" 
(Amendment V); the right of a person accused of a 
crime "to a speedy and public trial by an impartial jury" 
(Amendment VI); and protection against "cruel and 
unusual punishments" (Amendment VIII). Can the 
Constitution of India match word-for-word the U.S. Bill 
of Rights? And, if it cannot, can its intentions at least 
match those of the U.S. Bill of Rights? If reading 
Articles 19 and 25 has left anyone with a cause for 
concern, then the remaining portions of Part II of the 
Indian Constitution should not come as a surprise. After 
due consideration, it remains unclear if the Indian 
Constitution guarantees fundamental rights as is 
generally claimed, despite the endless rhetoric from 
India’s leaders, its intelligentsia, and its apologists. 
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G. B. Singh is the author of Gandhi: Behind the Mask of Divinity 
(Prometheus 2004) and Gandhi Under Cross Examination 
(Sovereign Star 2009). 


To comment on this article, please click here. 


To help New English Review continue to publish critical and 
informative articles such as this one, please click here. 


If you enjoyed this article by G. B. Singh and would like to read 
more, please click here. 
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MULTICULTURAL MINSTREL 
Minna Zutshi 
The Tribune, Sunday, November 13, 2011 


Australia-based musician Dya Singh talks of how 
hisspiritual music connects to the youth and more. 


DYA SINGH, Australia-based musician, calls himself 
"the musical interpreter of the traditional Sikh hymns 
(shabad), with diverse influences from around the 
globe." In Ludhiana on a recent visit, he talked about 
the start and spread of his musical journey. 


How do _ you 
connect with the 
young audience? 


I have _ tailored 
some of my music 
for the younger 
generation. I want 
kids and teenagers | | 
to enjoy listening ~ 
to gurbani. I also 
ensure that my 
group members — 
and I smile on ©& 
stage and show 
that we are 
enjoying ourselves. 
Sometimes, the 
older —_ generation 
that is used to listening to serious-looking religious 
singers does get annoyed. I apologise to them, but I’m 
more about the younger generation, not the older 
generation. 





Dya Singh 
Photo: Inderjit Verma 


Music, the diaspora and spirituality. How do these 
relate to one another? 
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I was born in Malaysia, a Muslim country. My father 
was a Sikh spiritual minstrel with whom I sang gurbani 
kirtan from the age of three for about 15 years in 
Malaysia. 


Meanwhile, I was also exposed to western music and 
my father encouraged me to listen to Hindi film, 
classical and semi-classical music, including the 
qawwali, bhajan and ghazal. My style is more of the 
“world music" style due to my diaspora experiences. As 
I studied under a traditional master, my father, I can 
also relate to the older, more traditional India-born 
listeners. 


How have diverse influences shaped your music? 

I have had the best of the East and the West. My music 
remained fairly ‘eastern’ while I was growing up in 
Malaysia. Once I migrated, first to the UK and then to 
Australia, I started appreciating different kinds of 
music. 


Has travel inspired your music? 

Yes, it has. My travels are mainly associated with 
music — folk festivals, arts festivals, new age festivals, 
and multicultural festivals worldwide. I get to listen to 
some amazing vocals and music, and some of that 
permeates my renditions. The other day, I heard 
Mongolian throat singers who internalise their voices as 
they sing out loud, giving an incredible sensation as if 
the soul within has started to sing. I am working on 
that! 


Physically, some places like the Niagara Falls, Mount 
Kilimanjaro, the Games Reserve in Kenya, and the 
Rockies in Canada are very inspiring. 


In an age where music is more about glamorous 
visuals and facile entertainment, where does 
mysticism-oriented music find itself? 


Interesting question ... First, where does mysticism find 
itself? In the razzmatazz, glamour and superficiality of 
the materialistic life, mysticism and spirituality have 
taken a backstage. Yet, the soul yearns for the ultimate 
reality. Mysticism-oriented music, if only it could be 
marketed as much as "pop", can possibly be the 
salvation of humanity. Unfortunately, it remains a niche 
— sidelined in favour of sex and violence. 
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You have a degree in Aboriginal Study. Has it, in 
any way, enriched your music? 


Very much so. Our Australian aboriginal people are 
nature bound, which means that they are aligned with 
the elements. Their way of life, culture, spirituality and 
music are all about being one with Mother Nature. I 
love that. 


What are the projects you’re working on? 


I have now ceased my long international tours and 
only do "one-offs" when requested. In July this year, 
we were invited for the Manchester (UK) International 
Festival. Next June, we’d be doing a concert at the 
Buckingham Palace for the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. 
Besides, we have a pending tour of East Africa — 
Kenya, Uganda and Tanzania. 


I have done two collaborative works with Craig Preuss 
— the music director of Gurinder Chadha’s movies 
Bend It Like Beckham and Bride and Prejudice. One is 
called "Dukh Bhenjen Tera Naam" and the other is 
"Sacred Chants of the Sikhs". Both these albums 
would be released by the end of this year. 


Tk EK 2K ok 


PROTECTOR OF BASIC HUMAN RIGHTS 
GURU TEGH BAHADUR 
(Sawan Singh principal (Retired) 
10561Brier lane, Santa Ana 92705, California, USA. 
sawansingh85 @ gmail.com) 





England taught the world to adopt democracy and it is 
written on the main gate of its House of Commons: “I 
may not agree with your views, but I will sacrifice my 
life to get you freedom to exercise your rights”. Long 
before that in November, 1675, Guru Tegh Bahadur 
gave his life to protect the basic right of freedom of 
religion of those in whose religious beliefs he or his 
predecessors did not believe. 


Aurangzeb, the Mughal Emperor, thought that the 
policy of liberalism adopted by Akbar was ill- 
conceived and wrong. In his view, any attempt to treat 
non -Muslims liberally would endanger and undermine 
the very basis of the Muslim society in India. Sri Ram 
Sharma, in his book, Religious Policy of Mughals, 
1972,(page127),writes: “The accession of Aurangzeb 
to the throne in 1658 heralded the triumph of Muslim 
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theologians. He invited their intercession in the affairs 
of the state when after the capture of his brother, Dara , 
Aurangzeb had him tried and condemned as an 
apostate”. 


He, being a product of the Sarhindi School of thought, 
was anxious to establish a purely Islamic state on the 
soil of India. Persecution of followers of faiths other 
than Islam became the pivot of his state policy and 
there was an unprecedented situation in Indian history. 
Syed Muhammad Latif in ' History of the Punjab’ page 
260 writes: “The emperor ( Aurangzeb), in those days, 
had thrown thousands of Brahmins into jail, in the hope 
that if they first embraced the religion of the Prophet, 
the rest of the Hindus would readily follow their 
example”. 


Under Aurangzeb, religious considerations dominated 
the policy. Sri Sam Sharma writes in his above 
mentioned book on page 171: “In the reign of 
Aurangzeb in 1669, a general order was sent to the 
governors of all the provinces that they should destroy 
the schools and temples of infidels and put an end to 
their educational activities as well as the practices of 
the religion of the Kafirs”. 


Professor Fauja Singh in his article 'Guru Tegh Bahadur 
and Human Rights’ writes: “ Soon after the issuance of 
that order, the temple of Keshav Raj at Mathura built at 
the cost of 33 lacs of rupees by Rai Bir Singh Bundela 
was leveled to the ground and a mosque was ordered to 
be built on the site”’. 


Guru Tegh Bahadur heard of these happenings and 
decided to return from the east to the Punjab 
immediately. The Hindus were terror stricken. The 
Guru realized the necessity to encourage the Hindus 
and Sikhs to face the situation calmly and boldly and 
not to yield to despair. He toured from village to village 
in Malwa and the land between the rivers Ghaggar and 
the Satluj. The main theme of his sermon was: - neither 
to terrorize others nor to fear anyone. z arg ag 3 


ata afs F HOS MIS I (Uist 9822). 


The Guru had hardly overcome his fatigue of the tour of 
Malwa, when he had to face a more serious problem. 
Nawab Iftikhar khan, governor of Kashmir, was asked 
by Aurangzeb to convert Pundits to Islam so that other 
Hindus might follow their example. They (Pundits) 
were in search of someone to guide and help them as 
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their very existence was at stake. In Northern India, 
the revolt of Jats under Gokal had been crushed and 
the Satnamis had been wiped out by the Mughals. As 
stated in the Bhat Vahi, Multani Sindhi Bhai Kirpa 
Ram, resident of Matan, arrived at Anandpur on 
25thMay, 1675 with a deputation of 15 Kashmiri 
Pundits and requested the Guru for help against their 
forcible conversion to Islam as they were being 
deprived of their basic human right, freedom of 
religion. They further added that they were not 
allowed to paste Tilak on their foreheads and wear 
sacred thread (Janju). The governor gave them 6 
months to decide and choose between death or 
conversion to Islam. This fact is also mentioned by 
Sarup Singh in his book, Guru Kian Sakhian (Sakhi 
No.25), and by Sewa Singh in his book ' Shahid Bilas’. 


Neither the Guru nor the preceding Gurus believed in 
those religious beliefs. He would have easily told the 
delegation of the Pundits to do away with the 'Tilak 
and Janju', and live a happy and peaceful life sans 
those symbols of their religious faith. In the true spirit 
of ‘human rights’ and ‘freedom of religion’, the Guru 
gave them a patient hearing and started thinking. He 
became uneasy and his heart melted at their tale of 
woe. In the meantime, eight and half year old Gobind 
Rai reached there and wanted to know the cause of the 
sadness of the Guru. The Guru told him the plight of 
the members of the delegation and the need of a holy 
man to sacrifice his life to solve the problem. Gobind 
Rai remarked that there was no holier person than the 
Guru himself. On hearing these words, the Guru made 
up his mind and he told the Pandits to tell the governor 
to convert Guru Tegh Bahadur first and they would 
follow him. They went back and told the governor as 
advised by the Guru. The governor informed 
Aurangzeb who was at Hasan Abdal near Kashmir. 


Aurangzeb was offended by the Guru's support of the 
Kashmiri Pandits. He ordered the governor of Lahore 
to arrest the Guru and keep him in prison until he was 
called to Delhi. The governor asked the faujdar of 
Sarhind, Abdul Aziz Khan, to execute the orders. 
Kotwal of Ropar was instructed by the faujdar to arrest 
the Guru quietly and send him to Sarhind. The Guru 
along with his three devoted Sikhs, Mati Das, Sati Das 
and Dyal Das left Anandpur on 11" July,1675 on a 
tour. On 12" July in the early morning, he was arrested 
along with his companions and sent to Sarhind. They 
were kept in prison at Basi Pathanan for about 4 


K. T. F. of N. A. Inc. 3524 Rocky Ridge Way, El Dorado Hills, CA. 95762 23 


The Sikh Bulletin 


months and great atrocities were committed on them, 
but they remained calm. 


When Aurangzeb returned to Delhi in November 1675, 
the Guru with his companions was brought to Delhi on 
5" Nov. in iron cages under strong supervision and 
they were kept in the Kotwali jail. Syed Muhammad 
Latif writes in his book' History of the Punjab: 
“Aurangzeb asked the Guru to show miracles, if he was 
a true Guru or to embrace Islam”. The Guru replied that 
showing a miracle was to interfere in the work of God 
and he considered his own religion as good as Islam, so 
change of religion was not necessary”. Hari Ram Gupta 
in his book 'History of the Sikhs’ Vol. 1 page 214 
writes: “The emperor ordered that the Guru be put to 
severest tortures.” After five day's persecution, on 10" 
November 1675, the most heinous and most horrible 
scene (torturing and killing of the Guru's companions) 
was enacted before the very eyes of of the Guru who 
was kept in iron cage. Aurangzeb thought that the sight 
of such ghastly deeds might force the Guru to change 
his mind for embracing Islam”. 


First of all Mati Das was asked to embrace Islam. On 
his flat refusal, he was tied between two posts and 
while he was standing erect, he was sawn across from 
head to loins, but he faced this savage operation with 
composure and fortitude. Dyal Das, who protested 
against this atrocious act, was tied up like a bundle with 
an iron chain and was put into a large cauldron of 
boiling oil. He was roasted alive, but did not yield. Sati 
Das, who condemned these brutalities and refused to 
embrace Islam was hacked to pieces limb by limb. 


The Guru saw all this and repeated 'Wah Guru’. He kept 
in mind the promise given to Kasmiri Pundits and 
chanted the following words:- 

ata fragt ct uasint fie din aif 3 esr II 
“Give up your head, but forsake not those whom you 
have undertaken to protect”. 


The Guru knew that his turn was coming, but he 
remained calm and unruffled. At the end of this devil's 
dance, the Qazi asked the Guru either to embrace Islam 
or to show a miracle or face death. The Guru preferred 
to die. As ordered by the Qazi, butcher Jalal-Ud- Din 
separated the head of the Guru from his body with a 
sword and the head of the Guru rolled on the floor. 
Gurdwara Sis Ganj was built at this place as memorial 
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of Guru Tegh Bahadur's martyrdom. In the words of 
Guru Gobind Singh recorded in ' Dasm Granth :- 

dtafe efa festh ffs ys ater unre II 

Sa gored At foot adt 3 fag vite Il 

3T INST A VHS FU AGS FX AC I 
Jdd ASA SU AA A A Sa Il (UST QI) 
“Having smashed the potsherd of his life (physical 
body) on the head of Aurangzeb, the Emperor of 
Delhi, Guru Tegh Bahadur proceeded to the abode of 
the True Lord (passed away). None else could perform 
such a remarkable feat as Guru Tegh Bahadur did. 
The world was drowned in the ocean of sorrow when 
Guru Tegh Bahadur departed. The whole world raised 
an uproar of lamentation whereas the gods in heaven 
greeted him with shouts of victory.” 
faq He TUT ys ST aT II 
ats as OB Hfa ATA II 
Fae dfs fest fate act i 

Ata dor ug At 3 Badt i (at 922) 
“The Master (Guru Tegh Bahadur) saved the religious 
symbols-the frontal mark and the sacred thread -of 
Kashmiri Brahmans and Hindus. He performed an 
epoch-making exploit in the Iron age. In order to save 
the pious people, he went far beyond the limit of 
sacrifice. He gave away his head, but did not utter a 
whisper of a groan.” 


At mid night, a devotee of the Guru, Jaita, secretly 
picked up the head of the Guru and carried it to 
Ananadpur where Gobind Das_ performed the 
ceremonial cremation of the head on 17 November 
1675 at a place where now stands Gurdwara Sis Ganj. 
Another devotee of the Guru, Lakhi Labana, came 
with a cartload of cotton and lifted the body of the 
Guru, hid it in cotton and rushed to his village, Rakab 
Ganj, when the watchmen wrapped in quilts were 
enjoying a sound sleep. According to the Bhat Vahi 
Jadavansian, Lakhi kept the body in his house and set 
fire to the house to avoid detection. Gurdwara Rakab 
Ganj stands at the site of the cremation. 


Hindu, Sikhs and Sufi Muslims were shocked and 
filled with indignation at the execution of the Guru and 
his brave companions. It was a unique sacrifice for the 
basic human rights of mankind. Here are the views of 
some non- Sikh scholars and historians: 


Syad Mohammad Latif in his book History of the 
Panjab (1989) writes: “Guru Tegh Bahadar's life was 
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extinct, but the memory of his priestly virtue remained 
in the world for ever. When the courtiers, tinged with 
superstition, saw what had occurred, they were struck 
with horror and surprise. The Emperor himself was 
disgusted and displeased and ordered the crowd to be 
dispersed.” (Page 260) 


Prof. Abdul Majid Khan writes in his book, The 
Missionary (1963): “Guru Tegh Bahadar, the ninth 
Master, is one of the greatest world martyrs like 
Socrates, Jesus, and Husain. He stood up for religious 
freedom and for promoting the spirit of republicanism 
in religion.” (Page56). “The vital point worth 
understanding is that the Guru Himself never believed 
either in Tilak or in Janau, but in the words of his son 
(Guru Gobind Singh), 'He protected the frontal 
(forehead) marks and sacrificial threads of the Hindus. 
and displayed great bravery in this vicious age.’ Guru 
Tegh Bahadar could never tolerate the idea of putting 
penalties upon opinions in the spiritual sphere, as he 
strongly championed the cause of religious freedom” 
(Page 59). 


Duncan Greenlees writes in his book The Gospel of 
Guru Granth Sahib (1975): This brutal murder of Guru 
Tegh Bahadar affected even Aurangzeb's mind and he 
soon repented of what he had done, never really 
regaining peace of mind. Thus in his death the Guru 
became the brand which set North India alight. (Page 
PXCViii) 


Sir Gokal Chand Narang writes in Transformation of 
Sikhism (1992): “In death, however, he surpassed 
anything that he had done in life. Throughout upper 
India, he was highly revered by Rajput princes and was 
actually worshiped by the peasantry of the Punjab and 
generally looked upon as the champion of the Hindus.” 
(Page 70) “His execution was universally regarded by 
Hindus as a sacrifice for their faith. The whole Punjab 
began to burn with indignation and revenge.” (Page 71) 





Anil Chandra Banerjee writes in his book The Sikh 
Gurus and the Sikh Religion (1983): “Guru's great 
sacrifice was really a fight for the preservation of 
freedom of worship for all men irrespective of the 
Kashmiri Brahmin's right to retain their own religion. In 
fact, it was a fight for principle of freedom of 
conscience which is essential to the survival of 
civilization. The Guru wanted every man- Hindu, 
Muslim, Sikh- to live his life in the manner sanctioned 
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by religion which he professed.” (Page 277) “It is 
easier to be martyr for one's faith than to offer one's 
head in protest against onslaught on a different faith. 
The martyrdom of 1675 rose above sectarianism and 
parochialism. It had few precedents in the history of 
the world.” (Page 276) 


Dr. Hari Ram Gupta writes in his book History of 
the Sikhs Vol. I, 1984: “Aurangzeb could not tolerate 
Guru. Tegh Bahadar's_ preaching.” (Page 193) 
“Aurangzeb was most deeply offended by Guru's 
support of Kashmiri Pandits.” (Page 214) “Guru Tegh 
Bahadar's execution turned the tide of the history of 
the Sikhs and of the Punjab.” (Page 218) 





Th KK OK 


SIKH BRAVERY ON MANY 
BATTLEFRONTS 
Harchand Singh Bedi - Malaysia 


The Sikh Soldiers since times immemorial have been 
in the forefront of all wars to fight against the forces of 
evil. This privilege should be extended to the Sikh 
people, who throughout the history of the world have 
spilled their blood unflinchingly to protect civil 
liberties. 


“Our Sikh leaders have been talking about ancient 
historical and cultural links, but little is known about 
the far more recent history of the Sikhs in the 
Battlefronts” 


Sikhs from the Northern state of India, spring from 
martial races, whose fighting traditions are still proven 
on the battlefields where their units are engaged and 
whose valour is not exceeded by any troops of any 
other nation. 


Sikh military achievement is well known throughout 
the world and the bravery and versatility of its soldiers 
is unquestioned and forever stamped in history. Sikhs 
have contributed more soldiers to the Indian Army in 
proportion to its numbers than any other class in India. 
Units of the Sikh Regiments have been entrusted with 
too many vital tasks for there to be any doubt of the 
Indian Army's value to the Allied cause. As is well 
known, India has the largest volunteer army of all 
time, an army of more than 2,000,000 men drawn from 
every stratum of Indian life and every part of the 
country. The bulk of the Indian Army was recruited 
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from the north, which is the origin of the traditionally 
martial race, who had won many decorations in the 
battlefields. 


The success of their task is obvious from the long list of 
awards for gallantry and fighting skill-shining 
tributes to India's martial spirit which come from the 
battles in North West Frontier Province of British India, 
China, Malaya, Burma, Italy, France, Belgium and 
Middle East. Sikh courage, endurance and fighting 
efficiency have been demonstrated to the world in 
North Africa in the first stages of the war and later in 
Italy and Burma, where Indian soldiers have won for 
their regiments new battle honours which will never be 
forgotten. 


Not many historic or photographic records exist 
regarding the contribution of Sikhs in the Battlefronts. 
Here are some interesting anecdotes that one should 
read. 


Some Interesting Anecdotes. 
North West Frontier Province 


The Battle of Saragarhi was fought during the Tirah 
Campaign on 12 September 1897 between twenty-one 
Sikhs of the 4th Battalion (then 36th Sikhs) of the Sikh 
Regiment of British India, defending an army post, and 
10,000 Afghan and Orakzai tribesmen. 








In the battle, all 21 Sikh soldiers chose to fight to the 
death instead of surrendering thus proving their loyalty 
and devotion to their sovereign, the Queen Empress of 
India, and gloriously maintaining the reputation of the 
Sikhs for unflinching courage on the field of battle. 
When the gallantry of Saragarhi was recounted to the 
Parliament of the United Kingdom, the recitation drew 
a standing ovation from the members. All the 21 
received the Indian Order of Merit (JOM) 
Posthumously. 


China 
The history of the Boxer Rebellion is well known. What 
isn’t is the crucial role played by troops from the Sikh 


Regiments. 


In Beijing, for 55 days, the Boxers laid siege to the 
heart of Beijing. On August 4, 1900 the soldiers of the 
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Eight Nation Alliance left the city of Tianjin to march 
to Beijing to relieve the Siege of the Legations. A relief 
force of more than 3000 soldiers from Sikh Regiments 
were dispatched in lifting the siege, which eventually 
paved the way for the occupation of Beijing by foreign 
troops. 


The Battle of Yang Tsun was a battle during the 
march of Eight-Nation Alliance forces from Tianjin to 
Beijing during the Boxer Rebellion. In the Battle of 
Yang Tsun, the post of honor in the fighting was taken 
by a British regiment of Sikhs ( 24" Punjab Regiment) 
and a regiment of Americans, who raced each other 
over a plateau of 5000 yards, exposed to a fierce hail 
of shell and rifle fire, to occupy a formidable 
entrenched position. Eventually the Sikhs and the 
Americans reached a position within 300 yards of the 
enemy. Then the order was given to fix bayonets, and 
a simultaneous charge was made, immense slaughter 
being inflicted upon the Chinese. The battle 
culminated in a brilliant charge of the Sikhs and 
American forces. Simultaneously the British Sikhs and 
the 14" American Regiment occupied Yang Tsun. 








Malaya 


The Malayan Campaign was a campaign fought by 
Allied and Japanese forces in Malaya, from 8 
December 1941 — 31 January 1942 during the Second 
World War. Sikhs represented more than 60% of the 
British Indian Army in the Campaign. The gallantry 
and devotion to duty shown by these Sikhs were 
beyond praise. 


The Battle of Kampar 

From December 30, 1941 to January 2, 1942, a battle 
between 3000 British personnel and over 6000 
Japanese soldiers erupted. The 11th Indian Division 
managed to delay the Japanese advance at Kampar for 
a few days, in which the Japanese suffered severe 
casualties in terrain that did not allow them to use their 
tanks or their air superiority to defeat the British. 


A Sikh company of the 1/8th Punjab Regiment threw 
back a furious attack with a classic bayonet charge 
through massive mortar and machine-gun fire. Only 30 
members of the company survived the action but the 
position held. The Japanese lost more than 500 men 
here and Japanese commanders, for the first time in 
the war, considered retreating. 
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Reference: Sikh Philosophy Network 
http://www.sikhphilosophy.net/history-of- 
sikhism/30494-the-battle-of-malaya.html 


The Battle of Kluang 

On January 30, 1942, a Sikh Battalion made an ambush 
on a strong Japanese party north of Kluang, Johor. The 
Japanese squealed with absolute panic when charged 
with bayonets. Sikhs captured 250 motor cycles and 
150 bicycles when they charged the Japanese positions 
and machine-gun post. Further details of the attack 
made by the Sikh Battalion North of Kluang reveal that 
the enemy casualties numbered at least 400. Two small 
field guns and many mortars which were tied on their 
bicycles and Tommy-guns were also destroyed. 


Burma (Myanmar) 


The story of the Burma campaign is multi-facetted. The 
fighting took place not only in jungle but in mountains 
and across the arid Burmese plain, baked as dry as a 
desert in the summer sun. Men often fought face-to- 
face and hand-to-hand but the campaign became very 
much a modern war seeing the airlifting of entire 
divisions, aerial re-supply, landings by glider, casualty 
evacuation from small jungle airstrips and the 
deployment of landing craft in support of sea borne 
invasions and river patrols. 


In the end Japan suffered her greatest defeat on land in 
her history and the chief instrument of that defeat was 
the Sikhs from Indian Army. Singhs won 7 VC’s in 
Burma Campaign. They are Lieutenant Karamjeet 
Singh Judge of 15" Punjab Regiment, Naik Gian Singh 
of 4" Battalion 15 Punjab Regiment, Naik Nand Singh 
of 1" /1Ith Sikh Regiment, Havildar Parkash Singh of 
8” Punjab Regiment, Subadar Ramarup Singh, 
Jemadar Parkash Singh of 13' Frontier Force Rifles 
and Subadar Major Umrao Singh of Royal Indian 
Artillery. 


Italy 


During the Second World War, the Sikhs in Italy played 
a predominant role in the many battles fought, what is 
collectively known in military history as the Italian 
Campaign. The story of their bravery and their sacrifice 
is still talked about in Italian cities and villages that 
they helped to liberate. However, the full account of 
their bravery is not available to the wider public. 
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More than half of the country saw the Sikhs fighting 
against the Germans right from the first assault on the 
Gothic Line in August 1944, to the last assault on the 
Senio River in April 1945. During these months the 
Eighth British Army included the Fourth and Tenth 
Indian Divisions. These Indian Divisions had the 
famous Gurkha and Sikh Regiments who had been 
serving the British Empire for a Century. 


The Indian forces though limited to the strength of 4, 8 
and 10 Indian Division, distinguished themselves for 
courage and tenacity in the battles of the Sangro, 
Cassino, the Liri Valley, the Gothic line, the Senio 
and several other engagements. 


In the liberation of Ferrara, according to the 
testimonies of that time, Indian troops were among the 
first to reach Ferrara. They were part of the 5th Corps 
of the 8th British Army and were composed mainly by 
Sikh soldiers. After the liberation of Ferrara, these 
troops were deployed in Porotto, on the way leading to 
the Po River which ran along the Gothic Line. 


On 9" August 1944, a fierce fighting took place on the 
mountains both side of Arezzo-Florence road, where 
Gurkhas and Sikhs captured Monte Nano, which is 
almost on the crest of the Prato Magno. Indians also 
captured the 4,000-ft. high Lacesta. 


History speaks for itself on the valour and bravery 
displayed by the Sikhs. The never-say-die spirit of the 
Sikhs gave us the impetus and inner strength and 
resilience to face any challenges that came our way. 
Sikh soldiers adhered to the faith and never flinched 
nor surrendered in the face of adversity. 


The anecdotes reveal the genuine expression of the 
bravery, dedication and the unity of the Sikhs 
exemplified by the Sikhs in battlefields and evidently, 
they faced any challenge without any fear or 
trepidation. 


France 


On 26" of September 1914, the 15" Ludhiana Sikhs 
arrived at Marseilles, followed by the next day by the 
47" Sikhs. Besides, these pure Sikh units, other units 
of mixed ethnic men (including Sikhs), like the ay" 
Wilde’s Rifles soon arrived in France. The French 
were thrilled to see tall, handsome, bearded and 
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turbaned Sikhs from the east coming to defend their 
country. 


The Battle of La Bassee 

Sikhs played a predominant role in the major battles 
during the World War | in France. For instance in the 
Battle of La Bassee, Sikhs made a traditional bayonet 
charges together with the Gurkhas. 


The sanguinary fighting in the battle cost the Germans 
20,000 dead or wounded in the bayonet charges. The 
British losses did not exceed 2,000. An eye witness 
account stated that “Suddenly an avalanche of men was 
let loose. A section of a line of British infantry out 
winged the enemy rank after rank, but the rush was 
irresistible, and the British entrenchments were carried. 
The defenders did their duty to the last." The German 
advance ‘was not merely checked. It was beaten and 
broken. The Indians ran through the German lines, 
pouring the foe back to receive from right and left the 
fire from the British infantry. The Indians were not 
content, with recapturing the trench, but, leaping it. 
They pursued the Germans downhill until their officers 
recalled them." 


The Battle of Festubert 

There was one occasion at the Battle of Festubert when 
10 brave Sikhs (4 from the 15th Ferozepur Sikhs, 4 
from 19th Punjabis and 2 from 45th Sikhs) were chosen 
to carry bombs. These 10 had displayed exemplary 
courage and devotion to duty. The bombs were to be 
taken from the support trenches to the front line, a 
distance of 250 yards, where the 57th Wilde’s Rifles 
and 34th Sikh Pioneers were holding the Germans. The 
distance was well covered by enemy machine guns. As 
there were no ropes available, the Sikhs pulled the 
boxes with their own turbans. The selected ones went 
ahead under heavy German fire, and when they were 
short of about 40 yards from their destination, only 
Lieutenant Smyth and 3 Sikhs were left. It now became 
impossible to pull the boxes. 

A decision was made to open the boxes and carry two 
bombs at a time and rush the remaining distance. In the 
process one more Sikh fell. The remaining Sikh and Lt. 
Smyth succeeded in their task. Lt. Smyth was awarded 
the Victoria Cross for bravery and Lance Naik Mangal 
Singh the order of Merit, and the other 9 Sikhs the 
Indian Distinguished Service Medal. 
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We have always upheld these ideals as is evidenced 
until today by the professionalism shown by our 
troops in various peace keeping operations around 
the world. Their chief attribute in the battlefield is 
said to be their fearlessness. 


The Prince of Wales, addressing a parade of 
the Indian Army Corps before their departure 
from France, conveyed the following message 
from the King - 


27 December, 1915 


"Over a year ago I summoned you to fight for the 
safety of the Empire. You honoured my pledged 
word, and my confidence in your sense of duty and 
your courage and chivalry have since been nobly 
justified. I now require your services in another field 
of action, and I wish to express my satisfaction at 
your conduct on the battlefields of Belgium and 
France - the toils and hardships you have undergone 
» your courage and endurance, often against great 
odds, and your noble deeds in the ever memorable 
conflict. In this warfare, under new conditions and in 
peculiarly trying circumstances, you have worthily 
upheld the honour of the Empire and the great 
traditions of the Indian Army, and I shall ever hold 
your gallant sacrifices in grateful remembrance.” 


oh KK KK 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Dear S. Hardev Singh Shergill, Editor-in-Chief, 
The Sikh Bulletin, USA October 30, 2011 


Many thanks for forwarding and sharing The Sikh 
Bulletin for the months of Sept-Oct 2011. With 
reference to the detailed Article: "Guru Nanak Sahib 
Dee Janam Miti" (Date of Birth), by S. Verpal Singh 
of New Zealand at pages 18 to 22, I wish to say that 
this controversy continues despite implementation of 
Nanakshahi Calendar since Vaisakhi 2003 CE i. e. 
NSC has commenced from 14 March / 1 Chet/Chaitra. 
It clearly shows that SGPC and its Head Ministers 
functioning under the provision of The Sikh 
Gurdwaras Act 1925 have not agreed with any 
Historian as stated below: 


27 March 1469, S. Pal Singh Purewal (Canada); 
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14 April 1469, Institute of Sikh Studies, Chandigarh 
and S. PS Purewal; 


15 April 1469, Late Karam Singh, Bhai Kahn Singh, 
Prof. Sahib Singh, Dr. Gopal Singh, Dr. Ganda Singh, 
Khushwant Singh, Dr. Hari Ram Gupta, Principal 
Satbir Singh, Patwant Singh, Encyclopaedia of Sikhism 
by Pbi Uni Patiala; 


20 October 1469,Dr. Tarlochan Singh and Dr. 
Harjinder Singh Dilgeer 


Whereas under the guidance of SAD, SGPC and their 
goluck-paid Officials, Birth Day of Guru Nanak Sahib 
is celebrated on Puranmashi, which follows after 
Hindus' Diwali in Karitka as indicated below: 


19 November 2002; 08 November 2003; 26 November 
2004; 15 November 2005; 05 November 2006; 24 
November 2007; 13 November 2008; 02 November 
2009; 21 November 2010, and may be on 10 November 
2011 ? 


In his Book: "Jeewan  Chariter Guru Nanak 
Dev" published by Delhi Sikh Gurduara Board, Sis 
Ganj, Chandani Chowk, Delhi, Edition January 1972, 
Dr. Tarlochan Singh had refuted the arguments 
advanced by the Historian Karam Singh. He had 
concluded that Guru Nanak was born on October 20, 
1469, Katak Puranmashi Bikrami 1526, and that Date 
of demise had been given as Asu Vadi 10, 1596 
equivalent to 7 September 1539. 


Thus, Question arises, who is right, and which is the 
correct Date of Birth? 


If we agree with the Historian Karam Singh and other 
majority Authors, then why NSC has not been started 
from 15 April? If calculation made by S. Pal Singh 
Purewal is the exact date then NSC could have 
commenced from 27 March ? If Kartik Puranmashi is 
considered to be more dear to the Custodians of SGPC, 
then why not fix 20 October, without changing every 
year ? 


I am sure that the Readers of The Sikh Bulletin will 
apply their discerning Intellect, without any emotion or 
to whom one knows, but share their comments so that 
this problem could be resolved by The Sikh 
Diaspora as we do not fall within the jurisdiction of 
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SGPC, and we are not bound to follow their 
baseless’ directions generally dicdated by 
RSS/BJP/Sant Samaj and _ other  anti-Sikh 
cults/sects. 


With best wishes, 
Gurmit Singh (Sydney - Australia) 


2 2k 2k ok ok 
dg sox Atos tt MAG WOH sTdH 
ddtied fay fesdits 





Gy Soa Wigs ET AON asa et YsoNTAt AHS 
1526 (20 mages 1469) & feo deur At ag 
ssa Afss @ ASH ad fea de sty fers Act 
fSs (15 nude 1469) Ft fet at 1 fere 
(nud) Set Tes sty AS J ufsest fyst ge Het 
e usd frases & fodt Ht Go fAu fonedt fearsa 
ser ufo fru-cdt Atl eat, as foent fee fed 
SdH ¢ fa asa Hots fee Afime do ofom get gi 
mitra vue o fa foe mis foe-out Buat & fAut > 
fen efon (G3a) & 3d US ferret FON ST UTS 
ots At, Fas 38 fat S gue vis fer 




















aH fhu fonédmis & Ig aoa Atos et WOH 
asa ot safe ferro dfn Atl tanmme® BAS 
‘ge set AOHATA! S Je atst Ht 3 fade TEA ad 
a dt 8A 4 asa Oo SF de ag fea At fasta SA 
HoHA fed TJ sod ATys wt HOH ASA wT 
fst deur At (fasta Sas Fest ss furg 
ast “HoH Ardt aret aver’ dt sat AL S mA 
HOHATaT stet aret odt)| AGH fAw At fed at AHS 
Hot fox fens fed ag Atoa & HOH wT YS Hifenit 
e mtg foogas 4 ast Atl AGH fHu S ag aaa 
Afsa o wou fea fears de } foe Hien ct 
feet AoH At et nog °3S Ho fer At Bat} aet 
dd AHV/AgS odt fest Atl Got & Hsu fAw, aret 
aoen, At Udbat ft ong viens ag fest Ah 
feg aret uot fd & of oe Ast atet pond at 
ugse/ fetes sat FeHATe @ yrore fhogats ct 
HoHATdt 31 fen ag a feat fea Sat adhe (fers 
set) mirget ot ATI 
































Fe TF) Ae ST IT MAC ANT F IT SoA ATIF 
oP sere (ABHATa) foueTs? Feat) Rar zack ae 
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d fax Aa 3 Fou GF Jat vas age tHe an BAH 
ZeTaet (GH ABH Heit) & HIG aI Hat Te) trast 
ABH Aret fee Aare HAs F Seep? (fyateepa") 
ES Hae TE ¥e 3 FIUT TF, Ot HB MAS ASH 
And Hge At ha & Got & ars & 3 On Re de 
rhe ag a, ie ABMaRA ahr & yer Ug, 
wifrar rue & fe we arch areenr & mms ubrot 
erg feet 37 Bat aes Bo ABH Aref mat He AT fare" 
fx On # frat ae? goer On aa fro Sat series 
ad Ae e Hae! A MAT TB Zr ABHATa & yet 
sgt de Ff aga dt at met FP ad & Feat eF 
fous wiser & xt & Pro user mes adh dear fr 
Te Wen F Ulet aF AaHATa ATT HAE Jeat 
fa & mare ‘3 ae TeeH & orate Re TT 
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Hofse S st feo aA fea feos fa gents fw 
(HISTH) 2% 3X TI soa Atos a ow HoH fea 




















AY 3 qeuss *S dea ad At det) few as a 
denis fAu (HUSH) 3 ASA fey HOES’ AT aATeT 
fest! fea fasas mes 31 fH aas feu fs5 
eam gest go: 1. fan et AN fed, TT soa 
Atos a ASH feo fers fes Hae We ow fea Ft 
Has odt 3 (ot asa & feo duit wags ct fret 
Jo) 2. ufsst de, Uae et foe gH St a feo ad 
AS Harge, ud, Fad Hoge st de st ct fry st 
fea fee (SH SH at act da foe fue JsfoA 
Sdt AS HaTee | A Gat § act coat adt at de fa 



































aa Ads a teed a Sa SEMe avs Ts aTST 
TT T/ 


ug fea fimrs ad fa wer ag soa Af a 
ATat odt At ag Ate ae fAaSs Hoes Tt AT; 


= 





Set 3a can far feo nus fs@ors verter 31 
fee st yA@HTat tH Ste st act we asa/feny feg 
mr@ct deat! ot fen a fat t qeuss 73 act 
MAG U Ae I? Jefe stl 3. sh Sat feat 
feR Uug °S qeuda Fi fog fa adh Ho HAS 




















aS 6 dg Ate & Wet eH UA ada dU Jas 
dest S atst Ht st A Bo oet wat AOH Ant S 
mASt Afss ad Hae ws fen ntus F-ssg IESG 
6 dd soa SF ea AS ad aS! nifA Wu DS 
fa wer usa SHt ger At: usd feo fA wes ct 
ANT et gat det 51 














fre sot grit fo AoHArdbot et Heo (fearmurs 
fu 3 ‘meHARt udusr’ fee ‘wiser’ fes wed 
AeHAdbat fest ge) froges eet AaHATHT AS 
3 tat o - fA & (ufost 3 ert fame &) 112+64 
He vo; Hat faw aet 2 78 wes feefes set t 
fage 60 He Jol AS 3 ea mt fhoseS sat 
ee ee ee 
HOTS ‘Afosatemt?’ ot fah AMA et ost 
suid a (ee acai Sse eS 
mrarg fgaera eat HOHAt 3) S ct fade act 


























aie fa fan 2 fs@ue aw fan do use ae 
sasvHoees Jet del Ce genis faw t cass 2 
gra a agent t fsanss (Guess zedy) fea 
fan at 3 St fen ws aot SF fers od T1 
Ge Hofee 3 st aS usa BUST new TS es 
Tes ST ASH et asa et ysoHTt wt faftmr 1 
8a st fea at fea Sj feu So A: “AHS 1670 
gues asa et udonat et gs 6 HST Ht te fea 
wea 3 Aon fer, fan aw at fle gefes gfimr 
famt| SH tt HAG Ag soa os gag fueet ATI” 
(2 He foal, fase 4, AST 56)! 



































ferry Het fsq a ufos used agH fAw 4 ot 
wefa u: Taye fAw 3} ats Atl GA fAw Ae fog 
a Het ora At ud nigda-sas zt Atl AE Miadat 
3 ag sot uss ct edt nous atst st Gat & 
wf & feos & & feo adhe asa at dt viet Ht: 




















Hfont at Aoet) Ae st Ashot feast § woe du a 
3 usd a ot afer AT AoE TI 











adh fiw foneds & fase aus 3 as fed Had 
feo vos et vertent fomr fa ag aoa Atos 
HoH feo ufsst ferns Het Sta S Hofenr afer AT 
ud fHy Hat ofod 2% fen 3 asa fed Hatem WE 
od fant At) fen et ae HAT St AES odd TI 








vet fx y: cane fay dt Agard vos Us vat 
At | 





Asa ct uTSHAT & fea Tg Atos w ude Hae 
ag usemt fest fee aga Aas thee Jo, fHATS 
eH: 

Te Xhat Ardfa?, 1790 ct teas: 
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(Amdt 24): 

. Afsast tars sadt A faurct at avet ca 3 
Fost aI A Tg At a wasa at uso Sta fea 
ot ofsate fonr| wee dur HoH! T_T sea Ft 
a ness ose a as feos vrfe famr 3, aa 
Tt Hoes USE! 

(Amat 45): 

asa Ae sre wales ao fed notes & fed 
ufget GU A Sa Hdlo' cA fen ae utes ofsg 


(Amst ut, 1745): 

“Seat ot Her orfenr, Aart nit ag at 
ae ots Uvst feo fea de suet ol ag aaa 
ato ystent ow usa ag & Ug,” 








fase Fat dt adt do sos Ait use fei 
fea J ag soa AO feo asa ct usoHAt dew 
faod fret o: 





amet TIE (HZ 1638): 
WISA HH Is AIS UToHTAT, 
WS FH ATS ust wit Sat art 31 
n@rg nists ag ofea at afear Z, 
gu Ge wae fiers niftorst TI 
Usd Vs uS, ASA AVS AS, 
Huet AHadt AY AfAT Herct FI 
Hed Hed Afes WS WS BS Ana Sa, 
Hes ASH Us Utsn fimrst 311345 11 
(ates 345) 


1. Hou faw a “aaa yon” (1832 ct feus) feo 
TT sot Afss oT HOH asa et uToHAT fare TI 
2. war fase fhu wo ga: 

“Gan WA of ysouHt ofe ates Ht He yore 
Hus & ue wAfA eet) & ness use 
Haretar |” 

3. ang feu fess (SHeston vA usATIni a, 
fous 1769 &): “Ans ues A eet se1 se ae 
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Sod AfIs ASH BE Hat avasa Ufaur Ts TT 
BS Bla mesg” 

4. Tera fru fesuer ct 1753 ct feus| 

5. Hs fau fess ‘aon At wa sea at’ (1810- 
15 ot fees) | 

6. goa fu (en) ‘as year’ (fes 1851 cH) 
fea Hon fers 3: “untetr HOH ANd ns 
GT sox vesen 3 qaesm fey asa 
uso HoH fea fete 3 ug fHosas 3 

ferry Fet sta femr 31 go fea asa yeast 
a1” 

7. Tem fret set, ‘ag ga fase’, fees 1879 cI 
8. fae fru, gaye fay ‘ugtte unr’, fsus 
1890 

9. ava fhu odsn ‘ag stea Agfa’ 1884 ct 
fsus fest + fears ast da faust fer A asa ct 
UsoHTA stTdht ct fhedt o (3 fea At aH fur 
fonédhnis 3 ufset dint ga): 

10. 1892 fea aut avet Hat ftw t at oe Ast We 
ae HoH fes zt, HOt ag a, SHY Asa aT 
fest aet Atl 

11. F.3t. afSunt (1848 ct fees) | 

12. famrat fame fAu ‘ae ste Agfa’ (1891), 
‘JeTsH TT WAT’ (1899), Ua YorA (1909) | 

13. Het oA ‘usd’ | 

14. BAS few ueor ‘At Set SASH ATA 

15. wavs fAu ‘fonedt nis feonet wre t 
fF | 

16. oH oats ‘ag deeu aHeeT’ | 

17. famrst agata feu ase sor (os get 
voard AIT 1925-30) | 

18. 3 dt.et SHo ‘Scum dd AoA’ | 




















fee dt frases yest TS Suat 3 T_T saa 
Atos ow Ast-afs feo = mes fefimr 3, F 
gh agit: Basie re (7 HSag 1539) 

, us frases 3 fen § nig Aet 10, wfs 22 
assay fa a “A ane HST 
HSudat t vgret ages a fea TI 





feus fee ag aoa AoE o “ee ae” adit fisttew 
woe T sea A war aoa ct faftmr dict 
days fed and fAw dt feus fed ‘te’ wen 
mtfeort gd ug fea easa fsus ang fhw fers ot 
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(1769 aat) fees adt A fa afes feu 3; fem aH 
Wales feg ume ct fous 3 Ae ‘te’ wed ou fen 
33 3 ad ood Afos 2 ot oe As fest Wve At 
ond fa fead U wed ‘erat aoa Atos’ ai ‘ag 
Soa”? JS Jo: “AHS Ueat A edt ge] sy ae 
saa ATs HOH BE! Hd aresa Ufeor TS Tg 
BS BS mesg” 

WMTS-TSt (NSS!) VT ASS 











net fous ‘3 far sous fiw rt (feCetss eA) 
3 sat ot vat easter feu wet At, fan feo 
Bat 3 aes favrat atst get At fa H wer ot at 
HMA Og Goa Wiad = Wa fefiow FH fe aes 
3, H fas A miso oot fefimr Fe couse fru 
at wiat qd & a Bert fAg-vadt w sdeu age 
Had a fes de adt ag Aa fa ag aoa Atos ow 
HOH asa eT Ht 3 ot AES ag Afr J fa Cat aw 
fermy et HOH det aet Aas Jo fHee AOHATHT 
fuogata ¢ (At OA t morg ‘3 fad FeHAndint & 
mug “3)I Sot dt Art (aH™0") ufon fade feH 
Sas ad J 3 fe we ag ooo Aiea ow et At Tt 
odt 3 ur Ae Aa fa ‘we o fa det wine wer 
HSHATH deat’: H Si asa wt Aen fAU age SHS 
dd a cane AY 3 fist fesint vo fa asa feo 
feo Hage chit agg At fhast gs ug Bat 4 
fan oxs 6 et dt efanr fade fea HOHAT ae 
Zar Sast dt afar 3 fan ot Gs fits aes ‘3 A 
sto fomr dug wet fea noret ur a St fas eT 
Ad Ae fox Tg Atos ot HOW fen a AT 







































































fea ds set vats Sat 3 fest o fa ag aoa AoE 
ot ASHATH ag vice Atos } faS’ feueet we fa 
Hide 3 ont o tHe Fe, Bot fas at feueet? 
ufsst ae st cours ftw Fit € usr det ote 3 f& 
feg oS fidt Usa ou a afuet ao vss eee 
ated ad Ho; ws fed SA dt vale Ter SSHS Ho 
wee stneedfad Qe t agttowsnedr 
8a ag at dint Aho Cerin 3 Ales Wed Aol 
ag att oe He A Ou ag At ct Ait Bent 
3 fee Wed AS! 


























fes, ge AA fan FH as asst 3 St om SH OAS 
wees Hae 3, Os Tg Sa Afea wT HOH asa 
at Hae gol fae sours fru at at St fed adh 
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Hoe fa woes @ Stent 6 st ome sey ust 


SS 
! 
. 











Huge feusi fer ves @ aA Aes ats 3 fa 
ag sa aes Atos ms ag die fiw wfoa 3 ag 
saa Atos a fee asa feg yatenr At; cous 
ffu at oat ast ferme wo von tor 7 
emeca/fofest fon uset feus fea feny feo 
Gg sot UTE HOS We UT AES UA ada | 























Se: vt zoue fAw At 3 esfentt cadinit, fas dee 
Tet Tet ade ms nus TH Ae wT Ha WIT 
us ats d; Sat dt Act feus fes gHeed Ay, 
aAr, fis 3 sess YTS TIM mid THATS /seTs 
a ga odt Hoge # Hd iff saree AT Sfemt, 

















S 
oy 
a 
4, 
ij 
cp 
ae 
a 
ny 
al 
q 
ry 








fed fadt He 2% Anat arent chit gsasi ‘3 
fage dA efaur age ai} 





sTet Soleus fiw yag 


Gurtej Singh, Chandigarh 


usdard, fefaon faye us ates faane & aH eS 
favest & va fa aa faat weafsst Aebat a 
Hue fearsa at age ye nadt J 1 fefson fous 
ot ufafent eat feutserdt ws fastust ot Har aget 
uv faat & ad-ae Js HoStet farbut-yabat fee st 
out Ssetl SH Sa 4 We a, A ust AUST aS 
nTySuty OS nian Sa FT, AT ¢ SS-SS UTTS 
ot stag wa 8 a fefaon fous gd, Oot “ve AT 
angel Sepa, sept ud Shs” Teera ct UsSt ager 
ysts tT Hoe TI RS Shen? fefson-feue-aer 
“foutsnere a dt fea nial ge Are T us efonret 
Hoet Te at wdba St T fouset Ti ua fam ct 
HUST ot Guat fed fesset Fut S Fut, quet, Fa-Hs 
ad at cus ae fey anos T AST TI SH ae 
‘faga guY syne Bet yNTSHT So 

Ue ga (fs ufee want F ward ct afa 
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fadar |) Gas He ae fofeut fefsom ms SH Wat 
atshut feuebut aet edt Hau S mTuNt Sad fea at 
SHE VU AGE FE ArShat IS | 


fife fag fea Su feo + safeed fiw dar ws AoW 
Sad a faad ats at | fed Haat ude Sat At safe SH 
at file SS aet ay @ fons Atl ug ay Sa SH ot 
veat-eeat fist GaSe FT Hane awe Bua OS 
We | HSIs FHI & HHIaA Ut Hat eT ads Bet fea 
Zs By ut SS ust! SH Sy UT AHado Saas fay 
nddottane fea sod & Afsaal du Ya AHR WS 
Tass fry chat vfon fes at ath feushit S ag 
fea faagt ged ms GH ST ANGE TT Ud WA Gurs 
feat | He AW ude US F AWS mT AreT T1 AHGET 
(HdS") 7 GST S fErosed d st ge ues far 
dea fa Afsvea feuet $F Gu nefse ag feet at 
GA S Menuet HIST ST UsieTS” MH BT ASST eT | 


eH au fea fea feuet safeed fiw dar od ate 
Tet | SH Bet Tet HS-HSH'S UUs, ‘es fefsanarg- 
aAtisase-F-age US aated TH fos wt Te! 
wet ag fest far feu Sua S faat sa FS Su sfanrt 
AT Hae At Sant | STS-SIS MUS s MS Hfsgesrt aT 
He Hdet St ose adt chim | safes fr fesdte & 
mtfnut fa Ga da HAS OSH aS AH stnet fons 
dl fea sinet Cre Afonst-use-aad ust aot foes 
Cut da sar d a mafad fare wet Ga S Us Alan | 
ud FH ust feats Hate T ot ad St Sa oes 
He-<8c fants ce are Afsus adt ge; eH ulyse 
OS Ou He ae AfoHst fag at ag Afornt ? 


Gn & feson Ht fa tt safeed fiw & ant fast & feao 
fea ut Shor o1 eH w saa-AaS arg Be ct age 
fea mifen faut for fesate fea my dag et eaves 
ade Bet Ssud Atl ud SH YS BS fan AT vt 


Hud-UdT Us2 BeaHrdt 


November-December 2011 


sAdcta df getl vs seOua, ase af at 
CASS Tet 5 Tet sale vgs ager T faSta fears 
ot sad ws zaes-un ot es Ha 1 fax at 
CASS ade ot fst Haw ch Hea, UT mole HTT 
Sut Fe AST | 


fesaits & Hd as fast Ue-usae ats fer eset 
ast ag fest fa HF ASST Chat esha abot St ure 
Hat féuet wot adt! va foamy ot wT & 
faurcafent Guat fer age wee St mma fa Hor 
unmet “aa 36” J| feu sea nue fare fed 
cident =| eH ade HS sofees fiw tar ws Ou 
Hs os foveti fer cat & estan S ree ai ug 
must FAS URS Ut Har cer st foauu fefsonarat 
a Head ufss T| su TA ¢ Hus HS usfent fea 
eae Je vs fagre Sue w snd wd Te T | 


fa@fa wWeardt & amarg ES ae fest fart T, ufos 
ed HHS Sfdoe’ Age Tl adat Se & Ussas Sf 
ing fish ct afore Aa Ut saat ad fea une 
‘Hee erate’ 1986 fed faut Atl unsa oT more 
whut Marbut as wus ast aearet FT| ATueT fee 
a fa asa" ebut web mapa fan Ae & Heat & 
Hag fease 3d MU Use Sd At ad HaebH Cu Sa 
feat 3 ‘Hee cade’ & Suat § SH a Bat Sa UAT 
as Jol eH fase ot Hoet § date yest oat fest 
AT Hae Waifa fear-dat Guest Tebut Js ‘Aes 
age OS Av Wes Bet ca duet Ha Mae ST 
add J - WH so OS &H Set fa SS Bua TSG ZT 
HS Te-sss UsdaT JS WS ATO a fowsr 
ade ct ufatow fed us us forse afte gal Wale 
ust Ho fa Guat 6 Unale ade ot use fsa HATS 
oot Ate dat wefa Ha & dat At fa afonat & sale & 
mMseet arg dt HGS Ade | JETS Shut HGS (Terms 
of Reference) fe fea foefes atst aet Ht (Se gue 
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eT Annexure-J) dat FB HT S UPS AGS UT VHT 
TT Sut Atl SH Bet ‘Ase ease’ SF mAshas oT 
cHseH ST HSSeT AT S TBs Bl SS sas yous 
vl 


Ait ut a fea THesust AS fiw et set Geet ag ot 
diee fiw & feut foot te Ja Sait eH fee stat Gx S 
Tote ad dit d fa fru SoS S gONCS Bet, Cust ot 
dt = os Se set Hes dfowet sab wel fea 
Quai feat ot die d ae fa fie naare fia Gas & 
Sue Set Gus use ag ddl Atl eH leo few = 
sofees fiw ues oe Ts Haut § ada = att 
Hout & SHela alet J us Mdai Head CHS fee 
fer sa fou free ve fast a Huse veer WS Hae 
v1 dee fru, fase fa mrue-ny } Wena ment 
vorget At as fan & ae fiw ow ufone Ha Ho FT 
muda fers wheats Ht, & oHetat HaG safeed fru 
oe Je mue-u fes Sat ngs d fa fea das Hae 
Head Hated? ot fea mfon usa" se a fess faut At; 
Us MS Haas SHt owes Faas Ut IHedet GUS UT SdH 
Ho fea ures foot Atl 





sofeed fru 2s wag Sate gu fea GS Sstanr At 
Ae SH a om aes ufen nos fed us foawe 
fea See Sar atl fea SH fea Fa Toute FT Sasser 
v1 fea ufen asad & fea fauna fest at fa GH Ss 
19 SS8d 1981 & eds ulon Havas feds safeed fru 
8 dae dren Stor Atl fed wares ufser ws MAS 
ufen Horse At fed aos WATTS Tien | SH ST wT 
Head sofeus fiw § te et ws Goveat AST TI 
mAobus fea vt fa safees fiw 15 sea 1981 8 
ous get dfea qau A gar Atl GH & uu! OS 
Hd Hes Hae Ho | ene feu Gu ada HHS Id Heat 
fea =t far | 
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Ga A a Us Sede s Jet dfeat Ae Anat Ufa 
age farssa ag four far aaHot 5 eH Ss Fe 
1984 fea feoon atest fort| adat Shut webu 
manbat & ust Bar fa Gu et forest Fea aot = 
HeWatd (Stat want SF os) wens. we sag 
age Atl fta S Su ves SH fen OS fwd gs! 
ASS S He Fd Swe Sa Ud Adfent HGHS AdaTT 
& faa fer neve Ufent st ngarg S udt Closet 
STS SH t are fea Hons Tu AG Bet SH Put aT 
fea-fea nag Ht fa feosan Ae gc get on fa 
fssdieas & da feg Te Cag ot asd SHS, HEIs 
ed = ws fayens fiw ufsa ofe & da ce wet fie 
Head fag’ Yat sdee ag ait Atl HsHal S Se T 
usntd far dsthe Hens ardse & He OS ude At 
fra fer 23 USS os HoT Tea ATI 


fauene fi ufea 1981 3 dad Wen ot Ha Siem 
mt foot Ht ms BH S He 1984 feu Hee Ha nie 
fest o Sty Su saad aaa" fest Atl webu guez 
MoH Asst St Hats }& FH west & CMAN Sou” 
(bizarre) “3 ‘fostH5a’ (worrisome) AT A Aheat 
Ht 





Hodes 38d & St fers FX SH Hane Bet Sf fart 
Ht fa Gu fu ut Garg SF nue da & a whet ag 
ee (fae set Sy SH Sua at nidtet fase 
‘“Sageqw’’) | 


woud Afos OS THs S ane fie nga ot HST 
MAD & MSH ads a alist = fse une ufuse no a fa 
feeH os HaO due AS | 


q. ufser at fer at fa fut & SH ms ST 4 use 
ade Ss mrapnt & ye Cotfant wre 37 fa Ou 
Hoaet Ue AWTS SHS Adal Bd mHe fie 
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nivas moat wept § yaw fea s & aatat 
getfent fart Ht 

2. gat ufogy Ht fo frat fest Sat fea fogsg 
Moe u@e ae fina ufessbut & meat 
vontfent ATS St fa HaSa Sat ot THedet 
fedat as aT ad | 

3. sine _ufoe at feent fie =H & fut feda 
Jaa & Tfudt asses Soret AS | 


aos yeu saa & fie ot 8H olst ot ufss fea: at 
ust So gion Atl Gu wed Ho fa fru mS fie 
aaH-furst Bat & fFet Hetasu'S UA ot fexete st 
ad dd HS | SH Hess fea 1983 SF at yeh suet fed 
USHTS UT Soy Feat Ht! 1984 FS aA 1988 Sa yea 
sae SH Sa UST age Sal ead feos ager 
foot! Gust Shr fa 1987 fees gest Hele 
meer ¢ =e ushs 6 fife | uaa c afo got 
Hu-Hsdt S usHts ot se ct eusa una sat § 
Huet yerGe set feat fedt us ~faat fea feet 
usd & da fee = fadti fea a sfaor fer fa 
udHd oT Huda fowe fru ws Ales fir aes At faat 
6 fie Haas © SHS Aten Ate ATI fea ss UGH S 
Geared aah udet & yUTS aS St UA St Hat atst 
fan ad sasbus Ht fa Gu (uuTS) RAW @ feAHTS 
oe & faa nusa fea Atl unre & fee Te mA 
Rfvaarat et ust Stara fagt & avgs Has ms 
RAW o°S TS WaT AS | SH eas ada S yeh Sag 
& RAW © mene 3 fea = ofr fa uae = AS 
fsscietoont ave AUT et aTet sat d | 


Gudas Ast HHESt Asst Heats et ‘AfaGact fesotHA 
dfeG ane (nfega) at sue fee wet met T1 Afesa 
ot gue aisle UAH S magus 1991 FB a Asa 
1992 3a ANY veh Sad ft WS UNS Sa ot A 
uss ad & fants atst Atl SH Gu]S ST aU Tata 


nN 


WAS CHS JS Ws SHS ASS Haas J “Set ct 
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usbur” (Top Secret) aad fest Theat J | Hat eMner 
od fa ¥ feo gue xus-niug ust J 1 at feasts ener 
fx SH Une S YS" WaT ade Set Gu aw favs Sa 
Jeo? HHeS RAW BF ads HeaTG OS ofent 
feo fa Ou fitut ars aoht as eas Wt T!| RAW 
3 Unan st atst fa fevat § das At aves fea 
ast ufen t ges att AS | Go He ae a Quai 
ae As ay Gases Seat | 


ddd ante ws ssfes Hosen vt fase “Hee 
ade” tHe gu fea usb Sag & eHsSe OS 
nards tl Afesa ot sue feu fn Sas SHS ats 
farut J | ‘Hee Sade’ yehut Sag Ot wa-Bue| sat 
usd MF Bent & acaisa Jada F Has T us 
Qudas ANS fad Ie aet Sat St es aget T | 


asel nid Sale St eid fa as HT Bet aSs HATS 
& ucts & 1986 few fares ae feet! eH mT 
dees Ae fed faueno fiw Hea Ga Ss mune firse 
Arter foo | 


as AY wre sofeesd fiw fiense uss wf Ga 
6 fassd ag & at feo forns fee caer fam us 
nis 36 ufon Havas fea ase ag fest fart 1 GH SS 
fed ATearat 2H At fo uss et afenart sare fees 
HYSbHS HUST Afet T| ASST Hea SB GH S TUS 
on fore tt rea use muse J ufsat at ase 
a ata ag fear fara | feu fete SHoeS Se CHET 
d fa fie § x & fae afer wart ufdar U Hee HT! 
USS ATH sae a une wdut eeSt welt Sse 
ot fratsas $ Sar ad Hae" Atl SH aisle usd FT 
ae set Gu Ss 3ds MSH Ads" SHH T fer 7 F- 
fade ag fest fern | 


ug at SH wo OS arf at nae T fa Hea, 
Wat, UH afena Ava & Sale wet faa gu fe 
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fated He ? Wale ats Sol fast AT HAST | 


1986 fea muda fes afte fea fie fiers oes 
wae catens OS wove ats At fa we oa Gn 3 
Ava fee chor atl fer sa St ade S yeh sae at 
due fee ean Tl amit a fase S ont Wee ai fa 
HHS dee sat saat S Hat HHS (Ha) due SS 
ae ot nous fea use wes S, SSLan afes ae, = 
gu fea atst At! 


Aue fea d fa Hea, aorat, ushs, fers af § st 
wal & dofont cit fase fanetat Se Set us a ie 
atst fara At st fa fH fusrGet aseret ot farerct 
aetaput fetobat atsbut At aS | 


ae TUS SS" PHT TU THM & ude JS" aH age™ 
far! fea Soe fea at Osfan fa aa wfee geaisa 
wan fes at du a ava fea wfaur far atl fH Sa 
QS noaen fee st fers Tet At nis orfiew far fa 
wa acolfsa te 3 fsa-ae ge ot vat OS sfeur At 
fer Heet SF vs ct ae d faGtfa afenat Ada TASS 
fea ufsue cas dt med fet Ha a ae A He HS! 


Md, We ASH Hist MSs Aarat (R vs Malik and 
Bagri) ASH Sue & ASH fees Hee sow ws wes 
16, 2005 & 8H & ene Hetfenr fart | SH SHS T 
ay wie dus dy ae | ong ale fo eo St ys Gee 
vl feo fir Ava soe a favest uns SS at 
Hae Aue’ | SH oe Gu 6 foons fea & aT MSH 
ade sat Aad OS ATH sae ot farect HS-fao at 
mt Aiet 1 SHS SHE Set TIT Mla MS Ads S 
Maat wus sl vest wevest ct san SS yS 
aed = Un ats feat a frag sxe T7411 TSA 
744 mS 1141 Ufgart fea wn se OS afer Tl de 
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et act Hes Ja | fer AT AT HANS HS 3S AGUS 
STIS ad a Sat fafa Ar fea | 


foo t & safeed fiw dag et ghar a HotaS 
ade ot ast wus BS THet J! fe st uatat T fa 
Gy ot as we Addo fiw fasc ss ae aet Ais 
Sat At! Guat ft wna feast ae at mfer Ou 
HfoHs Sat ATI 


Wid WHA St mareet aget fea ufsa-usns Fat fre 
Head ot fasur-ursa fas we aet? ates fru aut 
famrat ae fi ae feat & Hau at Has fest Ta? 
fegat & mmudt ate ae fevat cht ager + 
Gar faea suf Wet - a at uae ud forse 
(UTSHSTS) Bet Tet WH WAST See AdeT AUST 
J la fie noore fesat & ain OS afona sare oT eH 
Hao fea anos St TF Atel St SH fee aH Bet wean 
ot aay 5 fears gy Sot At SseTl at fe WhBHSTS 
& 3s faurGe set use ad feu At fa At SH oT 
Hot-ufsares utente et HsteaT 6 ud Uae Bet 
Ht? eH ut Aatear St yet cet T fa wast 
Hess UT usd wmyeeele S fhu yar uT 
‘Geet SS’ Set Contfeut FS | faba mee|Tat GS 
Hee fg wrebat Ao | oles FS udst At fa adat ufer 
o MTSSapn & fopestdt de St THS Ad BE AS! 
at fiut & fie ners ae fer Hees out Caer 
wdte fa Gu tu-feen fea fut & won age wet 
mfadput geo wot fa@ se ait J? Asst usb 
eHAt ct fea gue fey ato F yes Asa wU 
waont 23 feu a feet Hist S sue wet es 
dot J (Se Afesar Annexure-I) St fo frat S weve 
SB FAM Tee content AT Aa | SA Sgt Annexure- 
G fea ningebo ot xgats omeet o fa ses HAST 
feemt fut & fina Was ase ws SU-gat x guet 
Ast ad dat Tr! 


Ueetyendfaaausd faGurata ? 
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[This insightful report is worthy of acceptance as a credible 
version of events and personalities. It corroborates the 
conclusions that we have reached. Most of the names 
mentioned in this article are well known and recognizable but 
there is one shadowy character that may not be recognized by 
Diaspora unless we clarify that Jiwan Singh, mentioned here, 
is Bhai Jiwan Singh Akhand kirtania. Bhai Jiwan Singh, 
who got the Satnam Education Trust that operates Khalsa 
School in Surrey, British Columbia, out of all this, also 
deserves credit for saving Bhajan Yogi from the jaws of jail 
in U. S. A. because of the following two law suits against 
him: 

1. Katherine Felt, Plaintiff vs. Harbhajan Singh Khalsa Yogi 
Ji, Civil Action No. 86-0839-HB Civil. 

2. Premka Kaur Khalsa, Plaintiff vs. Harbhajan Singh Khalsa 
Yogiji et al, CA 86-838-M Civil. ED] 


oh 2 2K 


moe fa visage? 
UH Ue (TH) 
aeave fru fra, dféun (fears) 


aofhut wet ag ct uect As FS Cet I ns HoT 
Afgs ag @ Afsargd ava Jd fA wt coe yee TD | 
gefhu st ag At wet fas sa at ag fee Js 3 
AH8e Jo ," dg ust ast ag ad sad dfs ae 


ag Ad Wag sfod ag sey edmre | ia 9D) 
as fomra oes HoH Je wet qafhy nue ag ct 
gal U use use et ade Jo ns Heo Afss fes 
MOAT Sc1 St Ade Jo | 


waft set TH ada AUS A ns uve 2 ast 
wet ¢ 1 fe 6 fouH-sa age wel Het TseeT 
ugue anet & fea fourrest (fAy afos HauTe) 
geet det ¢ fan G Hoe og fA uo USH EH TI 
fen foaHest nigrts AUS US 28 At ns ue 
28 Defha "BS wens THs, dd, Woat orfe a 
ger'(sfus HoT Us Ac) ms UE Aan wet 
We'-HaS Hien set Ade JS | 


Guas fer-foser AUS urs At mds urS Bet AS 
ws 3et J] Teves Ut "Ss viens" Ht te 7 JOH 


Hud-UdT Us2 BoaHrdt 


November-December 2011 


AM feaes 2 act qevetomr fee fer gen UG 
fur ot fa HS wa ud Jd Hes 3 Ht fes Ae 
Jo | ads WHS feas J We @ ad ussua 
andi es de gfe a afo wa du Be gs 
M3 TAS Hore 6 fed THs ufenr 8 a eg Ag 
Afga 3 3ct ade Bet eu fee vs | fen agi fea 
oH aet wet ae ag At dt ser aT Aer TI 


WE vita Sat S vata’ J St ot ule a dt fowrge 
we ea Cot wenn fee B A IHS sue fed at 
Uda JT? vale ct ud ysua Ate sla st Jo ug 
vsteor aus ag AS dt tag se ava Afsarg 
adt ag At @ fgnas 3 at aet fon & ofr 
dfeur ofa SA de 6 He a set en fear dg? at 
mifda ade fan et agi ger Be TS wT Afsarg Ho 
four wear ? Ss st fen ate dtd fa THe "8s 
OHS" dt se ais Ae A INS FS use Test 
Hfeur 6 dt daa fes ur fest ae | Os St Cuas 
MEH AOS US A nds uve wet Td Jd AH wet 
dt ms at dt THB Bat aS TT Oaet HITSH (US 
uifee) foud four fuse o | 


wel fea aos Za HOSH fue fest T | anit s st 
THs Ft Saet A cael ag fest T ws fea ot a 
@ THs 3c ado & Buen fest d fasta feo At 
ag da Afoa chit feat AH ¢ dist yon age JS 
| Una a fea aot st SHS O Aue afa a ee St 
for ot ms feo fafunr feet o fa que Be TS UT 
Jd oH FU Dd wed 8 feast we AH I | fEA BT 
@ Hue & stent § St act fot fhact | 


gH 2 ASD fes fea da TAH Se ust TI AS 
Ht ag de vAfsa Sug gue ufsage 28 fer 
Hae uge Jo:-"UH ues 3 Afs fest wae g ufs 
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Hot | wa Mat AST HST Boa AW BS AST Sot Il 
(ust UO) 


"8 Igor 3a ude was wet 36 THe ce for di" 
a eg ag afs foo J,"d goth 3 Ho Act us 
Bae BET UH ue (GH) et far J "1 uifad nea 
FHS a dt fen Hae 6 TT TS TH sc ads eS 
ot ufsor vret do | vist fue fen wae § aet of 
use’ | Hee use 28 a st Aas TS dt fens 
nog 2s fons 2 ad Je Je wes at ot alesse 
Rune age o fa fea nee He 3a ATs 2 Tt 
faG' ust ate od? fea ae fasas dt ga fest 
wet ot fa fan 28 8a fest wat dT CAS 8a 
ae t for t ns sat uses ade Bet Bast fan 
vidi ast a dt oo At ag At et us gee a A 
dg Ht Ast us Jue WS ? 


aet ufsnos UH (Ig, TH At AHO UGA uIfea) 
nue oS ee 6 fear T fen wet THs 3 fAdu od 
faa A Aas wis at dt fha es ag 6 fadur fest 
WT Hae o | feA t Gwe AMA feu a Teeet feg 
fea fume go :- 


Vedte ufs ude on adt caeat ufsd?, 
faat ent Ag fHs Ae SA ade iat 93t3) 


2. af ude usst aaeat ufodfe | 
Boa we dt Sfeut Ag fue A sis ofA adfe 


(at 93t3)- Tg wHIEA at 


3. UH ues 3 Afs fest wae g ufs Het, 
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fan sat at fade wet odt zefsur fomr | ae 
Sug fest dag 3 ae Hae dt fa use Jo | far 
a fis go oot fen nae 2 fea mee adt ats 7 
Hae fa cet qth wmué dg 6 as sot ae TI 
Yo d AAS aafan ad for do "fan SHA fsA e 
efanret " (ist 990)| Jo wat fen Age t nie et 
wd dt: 
Hea HU 

UH ues 3 Af fest wae g ufs Act, war Plat 
At Ht SSA AT B AST Sat (Uist uo) 


niga :- J Ad (Afs= YAH) us F (Jo a) HS 
nme eS funrg gut dust (qearet fame) & fest 
3 fan & asas om (feagt S usr ue awe) 
Hot fers yedt 3 us wat seat | J He Aus 
fruré ug AIG H fourat (saa) St nme at ct 
(efor fest ch) Te SA odt ut Aa | 


He aet ure unt ot foR adt d fan wet AST 
HOH Hed Wea | MA aw st act wet THe ger 
ads O et ANTHa UfsHos a nial wet fem T | 
fea ues fea @A S Ye chmr fa ust usal aes 
fen wet sas ad Ae fa gue de Sat ag «| THT 
aes Al ag de Atos at dS fet ule orfe S aT a 
due wel fea una I | Sd Hae dw eA Hee 
TSUA ot AHS Afomr dé ug HS St fed AUT I 
fa gH ge" ads 28 dt fed Hae foo a usar 
fen 6 SHS ow Aa feed | fed Hea St Ao Jd 
gerd 6 us da chugs odie J | "aT aoa 
yet qoute ge AS S ufs ure (Us DE) 


oh KKK 
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K. T. F. Income-Expense Statement 2011 
INCOME 


Bibek Singh, Cherry Hill, NJ...................05. 501.00 
Bobby Singh, Rochester, NY.................045 100.00 
Sukhvinder Singh, Rochester, NY.............. 100.00 
Daljit Hothi, Rochester, NY..................00. 100.00 
Paramjit Hothi, Rochester, NY.................. 100.00 
Balwinder Bal, Rochester, NY.................. 100.00 
Makhan Singh, Rochester, NY.................. 100.00 
Surjit Hothi, Rochester, NY.................0068 100.00 
Rabinder Singh, Rochester, NY................. 100.00 
Prof. Jaginder Singh Ramdev, Grayslake, IL...50.00 
Resham Singh, Fishers, IN...................5 3,000.00 
Autar Singh Sidhu, Windsor, Ontario............ 50.00 
Balwinder Singh Bahia, Inman, SC........... 1,000.00 


Navtej Singh Randhawa, Bakersfield, CA.....500.00 

Rajwinder K. Bhangu, Richmond Hill, NY....800.00 
Gujinder Singh Bhasin, Richmond Hill, NY...500.00 
Hardev Singh Shergill, El Dorado Hills, CA.7,500.00 








AMODYMOUS.......20200seeeereee ses eersereeer ee 50, 000.00 
Total Receipts in 2011............... eee 64, 701.00 
Carry over from 2010................ eee 42,919.21 
Total FUnS...........cccccceccesecsceccecsesees 107, 620.21 
DISBURSEMENTS 

Singh Sabha International Canada.......... 48, 401.00 
Guru Nanak Mercy Foundation............... 1,000.00 





Total Disbursements. .............sseecceeccees 56,228.36 








Carry into 2012...............seseeeeseererecees 51,391.85 
Designated for SSIC............. cece eee 51,300.00 
Designated for K. T. F........ eee ee eee es 91.85 
ok 2K 2k 2K 2 
i Afsad YATE Il 
GaHAdt HIS € Il 


ad 3 89 4H AST II 


Hae foeHt AE wBur Sot Afar AH [AWTS II 
you Hf fA@ aH SAS dD Hag Hf AA St II 
3A dt af SA fedste we St ang se INI 
We state ta Wed I Te farre east II 
Ho aoe feo wre dtd fle & gH ot are 121111 
(ust 684} 
uende: adage SHS? Jd ae eo Aas fev 
afore feo! feett—ens ga nSur—fegsu, 


Whine et yste J ASS! Sct Hfr—s Afar dt, 3d oS 
Tiss! YSU—s nfo—fes) aH—HAAh Hag— 
Abr) ett—ettr, wan fodsfa—fas fea 2; gg af, 
Ase fea! we dSt—ufe ct, fuse fea ct (san whe aH 
‘fs for feane St 2 age Ss ret J} gH SAN 
sisfs—mrué Add &) vies! Td ferro—ag w famral 
Tfg—Tg 31 wrur—_aruer wry, wruer wrsHa Heal fae 
dids—usys F fio gH-seae att_sd daw AS 
a QA ot Sa ne d fa ust act fos uss ad) fA 
WSs 2 age ust milo fed gu odt Fae! fA 3g 
scde @ WS @ ads uel THis Ho @ ved WA Oct 
age 

waa: J att! (USHSH' S) SSE SHS F Aas fev fag 
ae 3? ups As fea cae wo J, (fed Sh) AS 
arier & ysre 3) fosdu ade di Ga uSHSH 3d oS 
ot dre diss! 

3 oth fae ds fee Hae <Act J, fae Ah fee Gihr 
aye SS FT) wan eHe J, SF usH SH fra_TH Asati t 
nied He" di (PA SHS, GH S wrue fude fea ct 
Bali 

Jad! Ig Osa alee &) Cuen fro tre J fa 
orue Adts > veg MS wus Ads 3) dd (Jd BY) 
fa USHSH' } (CAC) AHS! J WA Soa! WUE" WTSHa 
Hike udus S fat (HO GS) Scade UW AS ed od J 
Had’ (3, 63a" fed HoS-fenrua UHH Ut Ay ot Hr 
Fach 12141 


“Why go out to search for your God in the Woods? 
For, though ever detached, 

He abides within us all: 

Yes, He also lives within you: 

As the Fragrance abides in the flower, 

And the reflection in the mirror, 

So also your God. 

So search Him not without, but within your heart 
Know the one Lord alone, within and without. 
This is the Wisdom imparted by the Guru. 

Says Nanak, “Without Knowing oneself, 

One is rid not of the moss of Doubt (of separation from 


rest of the creation).” 
2k ok ok ok ok 
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BOOKS FROM KHALSA TRICENTENNIAL FOUNDATION OF NORTH AMERICA INC. 
Realizing the need for correct information about Sikhism in the English language for the 
benefit of Diaspora youth, KTF requested S. Gurbachan Singh Sidhu, UK, to revise some of his 
books and write new ones. Mr. Sidhu is one of the founders of The Sikh Missionary Society of 
UK and Guru Nanak Charitable Trust, Mullanpur Mandi, Ludhiana. Of the many books and 
pamphlets in English that he has authored we have been able to afford to publish only four: 


1. Sikh Religion and Christianity — 110 pages 

2. Sikh Religion and Islam — 153 pages (Co-authored with Gurmukh Singh) 
3. An Introduction to Sikhism — 76 pages 

4. Panjab and Panjabi — 177 pages 


These are excellent books for Sikhs and non Sikhs alike. Reading these books you will get the 
real meaning of Sikhi, something that Gurdwaras have miserably failed to teach. These books 
are for free distribution. We invite our readers in the USA to order any combination of 40 
books for a donation to KTF of $100.00, including postage, and distribute them free to their 
family, friends, local sangats or schools operated by Gurdwaras. Your donation will help in the 
publication of The Sikh Bulletin. 


TEACH YOURSELF GURBANI. FOLLOWING TWO SOURCES ARE EXCELLENT: 
1. www.srigranth.org This website will help you find page number of a shabad in Gurmukhi, English, 
Devanagari and Transliteration; and also to Panjabi translation by Prof Sahib Singh. 
2. www.gurugranthdarpan.com This site carries the Panjabi translation of GGS by Prof Sahib Singh. 


eri ok 2k ok 
Some other useful links 

Aarti condemned by the Sikh Gurus being practiced at Patna Sahib: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1gWDcBddddU 

(www.sawansinghgogia.com); www.sikhmarg.com; 








NANKIAN PHILOSOPHY: 
BASICS FOR HUMANITY 
By Devinder Singh Chahal 


Published by Institute for Understanding Sikhism (IUS) 
Laval, Quebec, Canada. 


Distributed by Singh Brothers, S.C.O. 223-24 City Centre, Amritsar, 143 001, India 
Email: singhbro@vsnl.com 





For North America (Canada and USA only) the book is available from the Institute for Understanding Sikhism, 
4418 Martin-Plouffe, Laval, Quebec, Canada H7W 5L9 
Email: iuscanada@ gmail.com 


Pages: 382, Edition 2008, Price (Hard Cover): Rs. 450 CAN $30 
In North America the price of the book plus postage is considered as donation and receipt is issued. 
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